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in the Dust 
.by Warren Hoffman 
I was at my desk with a list of 25 
names in front of me. As I had done 
countless times before, I began to 
telephone newcomers in our com-
munity as part of our evangelistic 
outreach. 
The first family I called were 
already attending a Roman Catholic 
church. The Barretts were Baptist. 
There was no answer at the Bean 
and Brubridge homes. The Carbo-
nell line was busy. The Carters were 
not interested at this time. . . . 
The next family, I noted on my 
sheet, was from Virginia. The hus-
band worked for the post office. The 
wife was a homemaker with three 
children. They had no church 
affiliation. 
I greeted the woman who an-
swered and introduced myself. "My 
name is Warren Hoffman. I'm with 
one of the churches in this area, the 
Brethren in Christ Church. I've just 
learned that you're new here in 
town. . . . " 
"Yes, we are." 
"I'm calling to see if you've found 
a church yet and, if not, to find out if 
we can be helpful to you." 
"No, we don't have a church." 
"Are you looking for one?" 
"Well, sort of. We haven't been 
going to church. But the last several 
weeks we have been bombarded 
with material from a number of 
churches, and we are thinking about 
it. This is the closest we've come 
since we've been married." 
"What kind of church are you 
looking for?" 
"Well, we don't want one that is 
evangelistic. Are you an evangelistic 
church?" 
"Uh . . . what do you mean by 
'evangelistic?" 
"Well, you know, going door-to-
door visiting people. We could never 
do that." 
"Yes, we are evangelistic. We try 
to find persons who are not in 
church and who may be interested. 
When it is helpful, we visit with them 
in their homes. Sometimes we go 
door-to-door. But not everyone in 
the church participatesjust the ones 
who want to. It's completely 
voluntary." 
"We would want a family church. 
We have three children, and we want 
them to learn about God." 
It's a fact of evangelism: when we 
sow in the dust"—when we 
sow with tears— 
we will reap with 
songs of joy. 
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"Our church is primarily young 
families. As a young church, just get-
ting started, we can't do everything 
well. So we concentrate on the needs 
of our group, and one of these is to 
care well for the children. We have 
Sunday school classes, a youth choir, 
and special activities at times." 
"We've been out of church for so 
long that we're afraid to go back. 
We've been married 17 years and 
haven't been in church all that time. 
We don't know what to say, how to 
act, or what to wear. We're really 
cautious." 
"If it would be helpful, we'd be 
pleased to come by your home and 
tell you more about our church. You 
could tell us your hopes and con-
cerns, and we can talk about them. 
Would Wednesday evening be a 
good time?" 
"Yes, I think so." 
"Fine, we'll talk with you then. 
Good-bye." 
"Good-bye." 
In a city of almost a million per-
sons, we found this unchurched fam-
ily, presented our witness, and invited 
them to come to our church. They 
are now among our most faithful 
attenders. 
How did we do it? Was it a happy 
coincidence? The force of our per-
suasion? The attractiveness of our 
program? Clearly, the Holy Spirit 
was working. But on a human level, 
it was the result of plain hard work. 
We spent two hours telephoning to 
find them. We made another call to 
confirm the appointment. Three of 
us gave two hours for a visit in their 
home. Then we followed that with 
another telephone call. Our readi-
ness to work hard at praying, calling, 
and visiting, and calling again en-
abled us to find—and win—the 
Corneilles. 
I must forewarn you, evangelism 
is hard work. It requires a large 
investment of time and energy re-
This article is excerpted from Chapter 3 of 
Warren Hoffman's book, The Secret of the 
Harvest: Mobilizing for Team Evangelism, 
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peated many times over, person after 
person. This is not a new discovery. 
Psalm 126 describes what we can 
expect in the work of evangelism. 
The psalmist tells us, plainly, that 
evangelism is hard work, accompa-
nied by uncertainty. 
The Lord has done great things 
for us, 
and we are filled with joy. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
like streams in the Negev. 
Those who sow in tears 
will reap with songs of joy. 
He who goes out weeping, 
carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, 
carrying sheaves with him. 
With vivid memory of what it is 
like to be helped by the Lord, the 
psalmist offers his prayer in verse 
four, "Restore our fortunes, O Lord." 
Then he adds a phrase that is packed 
with meaning: "like streams in the 
Negev." All year long the river beds 
in southern Palestine are bone-dry— 
until the winter rains come. Then, 
literally overnight, they are filled to 
overflowing with rushing muddy 
water. 
With this arresting word picture 
the psalmist is pleading, "Remember 
how dramatically and decisively you 
helped us before? Do it again, Lord, 
swiftly, dramatically, decisively, so 
that we are laughing and singing and 
pinching ourselves because it seems 
like we are dreaming. Enable us to 
say again, 'The Lord has done great 
things for us and we are filled with 
joy!' " 
Then the Lord responds to the 
psalmist's prayer with another com-
pelling image. God replies in effect, 
if you want that to happen, here's 
how: "Those who sow in tears will 
reap with songs of joy. He who goes 
out weeping, carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, carry-
ing sheaves with him." 
I can understand joyful singing at 
harvest time. I can picture the har-
vesters swinging their scythes and 
singing as they work because they 
have received a bountiful harvest. 
But I initially could not understand 
weeping at planting time. Why would 
anyone cry when he is planting 
grain? 
I consulted my commentaries. But 
none of them explained why a farmer 
weeps as he sows. I was stumped, 
until I thought to talk with persons 
who ought to know as much about 
planting grain as anybody—Okla-
homa wheat farmers. They said, 
"The farmer makes a huge invest-
ment and the result is so uncertain. 
A farmer weeps because he's taking 
a chance. It costs so much—and he 
never knows what might happen." 
One farmer described the kind of 
investment that an Oklahoma wheat 
farmer makes in his crop. "The cost 
of land is enormous, just by itself. A 
tractor costs between $60,000 and 
$70,000. A plow costs $10,000. A 
drill now lists at $22,000. When you 
add all this together, the farmer 
spends $70 to $80 an acre to get the 
seed in the ground. If he is planting 
1,000 acres, he invests $80,000 just to 
plant the seed! 
"Some years, "he explained, "there 
isn't any rain in the fall. The weather 
is getting colder. The rain still hasn't 
come. The farmer waits as long as he 
can and then, finally, he goes ahead 
and plants in the dust. No rain. No 
assurance that any rain will come. 
Eighty thousand dollars lying in the 
dust." 
Another farmer made a compari-
son to help me grasp the enormity of 
the risk. "For you who live in the 
city, it's like taking a whole year's 
salary, getting it changed into nick-
els, dimes, and quarters, and then 
spreading them all out in a field. You 
don't have that money to live on, 
and you have no assurance that 
you'll get any return." 
So the promise in the psalm is this: 
if we will take the risk, if we will 
make a huge investment "up front," 
if we will work hard in spite of the 
uncertainty, we will reap a bountiful 
harvest in evangelism. 
There are times in evangelism 
Like the wheat farmer, who waits for 
the rain as long as he can, and 
then plants in the dust, 
* we cannot always wait "for the rain." 
We take the risk and make the 
investment of sharing the gospel 
in the hope that, among all the 
"dusty" people we contact, 
there will be a harvest. 
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when "rain" is abundant. In a time of 
renewal or revival the Spirit seems to 
be poured out on people. At times 
like this evangelism becomes easy, 
almost effortless. People respond 
quickly and wholeheartedly under 
this special anointing by the Holy 
Spirit. 
But like the wheat farmer, we 
cannot always wait for the rain. 
Sometimes—in fact, most times— 
long before there is any indication of 
potential receptivity, we must "sow 
in the dust." We proceed without 
any indications that the Spirit is 
moving. We take the risk and make 
the investment, in spite of the uncer-
tainty, in the hope that, among all 
the "dusty" people we contact, there 
will be a harvest. 
We can understand how a farmer 
plants seeds. But how do we sow in 
our evangelistic initiatives? What is 
the investment we make up front in 
evangelism? What is the hard work 
we do in the hope of a return? 
We must invest ourselves, first of 
all, in finding the unchurched per-
sons who are receptive to the good 
news. The difficulty, of course, is 
that receptive unchurched persons 
are not bunched in one location. 
They are scattered all around us, and 
our job is to locate them among the 
total population—an endeavor which 
involves no small amount of hard 
work. 
Newcomers. The high mobility in 
our society provides one source of 
unchurched persons. We may lament 
the number of persons who move 
away from our church and communi-
ty, thinking that the mobility of our 
population is against us. But mobil-
ity also provides opportunity. Some 
families will be new in our commu-
nity. While some will have a church 
background or preference when they 
arrive, they are at least initially 
unchurched. Evangelistic initiatives 
to newcomers will help active Chris-
tians to locate in a new fellowship. 
More significant for the overall 
advancement of the kingdom of 
God, your efforts will uncover un-
saved persons who are especially 
"ripe" for the harvest during the 
early months in a new community. 
Neighborhood survey. Another 
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possible approach is to survey your 
community with a questionnaire de-
signed to identify unchurched per-
sons. This is a systematic, compre-
hensive way to assess the number of 
unchurched persons in a particular 
neighborhood. It also provides an 
immediate encounter with the faces, 
names, and places of unchurched 
persons. 
Unfortunately for many of us, this 
approach conjures up visions of 
Mormon missionaries in white shirts 
and dark trousers moving slowly 
and deliberately from house to house 
through a neighborhood. Some 
people are overly concerned—to the 
point of total inaction—about the 
intrusiveness of this approach. Or 
they may fear the possibility of a 
hostile reaction. Beneath it all, there 
may be an unwillingness to be seen 
by a friend or acquaintance in what 
they might critically characterize as 
"proselytizing." 
The concern about intrusiveness 
is a valid one, but this can be alle-
viated by sensitivity and respect, 
both in the timing of our visits and in 
our speech during our visits. With 
actual experience, I found that the 
element of pride in my refusal to be 
seen meeting people at the doors of 
their homes, while not entirely ex-
punged, has been considerably re-
duced. 
Family and friends. The best place 
to find receptive persons is among 
family, friends, neighbors, and asso-
ciates. Studies reveal that for each of 
us, there is an average of 8.4 un-
churched persons among them. These 
existing relationships are natural 
bridges which persons can cross to 
come to Christ. In addition, as we 
establish new relationships, we build 
bridges for persons to come to Christ. 
Anyone who responds to us at an 
informal social level is a potential 
candidate for these relational initia-
tives. 
Like master fishermen, we recog-
nize that fish are caught in different 
ways—with bait, lure, worm, net, 
etc. When we know a person, we can 
select the most attractive "lure" for 
the initial invitation. It may be as 
simple as the invitation of the disci-
ples when they told friends about 
Jesus, "Come and see" (John 1:46). 
It may be a special activity of the 
church which is most appealing—a 
church dinner or breakfast, a Bible 
study, a special musical program, a 
Christian movie, a retreat, a sports 
event, a family night. The time may 
be right and the person "ripe" for an 
immediate presentation of the gos-
pel. Whichever possibilities are avail-
able, we decide which one fits the 
person best, and offer what we have. 
continued on page 7 
Called to Evangelism 
Called to Evangelism, the most recently 
published book by E. Morris Sider, de-
scribes the life and ministry of Rev. John L. 
Rosenberry. The book captures a significant 
part of Brethren in Christ life as represented 
in John Rosenberry's career in the church 
and elsewhere. 
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Bookstore. 
Three pastors report on assistance from the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting 
Brotherhood support 
Exalt... Evangelize . . . Educate . . . and Encourage! 
These "words" become reality as 
they are clearly defined in the philos-
ophy of ministry of the Oakville, 
Ont., church planting: Upper Oaks 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Exalt: to celebrate God's presence! 
Evangelize: to communicate God's 
message! 
Educate: to equip God's people! 
Encourage: to demonstrate God's 
love! 
Pastor Craig Sider leads the con-
gregation in a visionary goal to dis-
ciple 1,000 persons by the year 2000 
on their own property with adequate 
facilities. An advisory board goal is 
to add an additional staff person in 
pastoral care/lay ministry by 1988 
or 1989. 
Craig says, "It is exciting to see 
new believers grow in their faith. 
When they sense how Upper Oaks 
has been assisted by the Brethren in 
Christ, they too want to reach out 
beyond their local congregation and 
help others." 
This congregation is quick to 
acknowledge the support of the 
brotherhood in establishing this 
ministry. Craig writes, "Upper Oaks 
would not be possible without the 
support (prayer, financial, and phys-
ical) of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
We have experienced power in prayer, 
we have received assistance in flyer 
delivery and office renovation from 
other churches. Of course, financial 
assistance makes it possible to carry 
out a full slate of programs and 
ministries." 
The Upper Oaks Church is pres-
ently renting a facility for approxi-
mately $90 per Sunday and office 
space for $225 a month. 
The congregation is being served 
in a variety of ways such as Bible 
studies, a youth program, ladies' 
luncheons, children's summer pro-
gram of back yard clubs, and train-
ing and equipping seminars. 
"I see endless possibilities . . ." 
Greetings from Lloyd Griffith, 
Prince Albert, Sask., congregation— 
attendance, 55. 
"I have taken a step back into full-
time ministry. I thank the Lord! 
"By the end of the summer of 
1987, I was literally exhausted and 
greatly discouraged. Ruth and I did 
a lot of praying and thinking. I knew 
that if becoming a full-time (instead 
of half-time) pastor was to become a 
reality, we were somehow going to 
have to challenge people, beginning 
with the church board, to be more 
committed to the Lord's service. I 
committed myself to three months 
(September, October, November) of 
service at the church with no salary 
and then challenged the board and 
their spouses to give 16 hours per 
week to the Lord's work in definite 
ways, excluding devotions and prayer 
time. 
"To my surprise all the people 
there committed themselves to serve 
in this manner. I called this venture 
'Opportunity '87.' We all made a 
commitment to meet every Wednes-
day evening before the service to 
share what we were doing and how 
the Lord was working, in order to 
have accountability. Out of 14 peo-
ple from the board and several from 
the congregation, 5 actually held to 
their total commitment, Ruth and I 
being two of them. Good things 
began to happen: new enthusiasm 
generated; there was more sharing of 
faith, and work done on the build-
ing; bulletins were being typed; odd 
jobs were being done around the 
church. The Lord was working and 
doing good things in the lives of 
some of the people. 
"Three months came to an end, 
and with that came an end to the 
commitment, even though people 
could see what a difference it had 
made. However, T could no longer 
handle the personal and family strain 
of working 60-80 hours a week at 
two jobs. The bishop shared that 
with the church board and the Board 
for Evangelism and Church Plant-
ing. 1 am most thankful to the BECP 
for responding with a continuation 
of the subsidy for the first six months 
of 1988. I hope and pray that the 
board here will take this matter 
seriously enough to put themselves 
into the work. I covet your prayers: 
—that the Lord will continue to 
work within Ruth and me to 
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Greetings from Gwinnett County, Georgia 
The church planting pastor here, 
Chuck Anderson, says, "Hang in 
there with us . . . 'God is not slow 
in keeping his promise!' 'To him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen' 
(2 Pet. 3:9, 18)." 
He continues, "Our sincere appre-
ciation to the Brethren in Christ for 
the continuing support of this minis-
try. We are presently renting a YMCA 
for $503.33 a month. Morale and 
vision are high. Our slogan is 'Meet-
ing Needs,' desiring to heal people 
who are hurting." 
Gwinnett reaches out to the com-
munity through Sunday morning 
services with a coffee fellowship and 
nursery provided. There is a Sunday 
change us, heal us, give us 
more of himself through his 
Holy Spirit; 
—that we will be able to give our-
selves first to the Lord and then 
to the work; 
—that the Lord will continue to 
stir in the lives of his people 
and give them more of a heart 
to be involved; 
—that as we look after the spirit-
ual ministries, the Lord will 
supply in the area of finances; 
—that the Lord will break down 
the barriers the people seem to 
have about being involved in 
the lives of people in the com-
munity; 
—that the Lord will give me wis-
dom, understanding, zeal, love, 
and patience; 
evening fellowship time and the first 
Sunday of each month, a single 
adult fellowship, and a youth minis-
try in the beginning stages. Pastor 
Chuck says, "The Brethren in Christ 
are an absolutely unique ministry in 
Gwinnett County. We are the only 
Anabaptist voice here. We believe 
that our uniqueness will attract a 
significant number of people. 
"February 7 marked our one-year 
anniversary meeting in the YMCA. 
It was a year of blessing and victory. 
But the best, of course, lies ahead. I 
am convinced that more and greater 
victories await us. But it will occur 
only by God's grace and through 
God's power." 
—that the Lord will help me to be 
transparent before him and the 
people; 
—that Ruth and I will be the 
examples that God wants us to 
be as we lead this church body. 
"I do feel more and more excited 
each day about what the Lord can 
do here. I know God has recently 
begun to work in the lives of a couple 
last four years. Our theme for 1988 is 
'Year of Living Sacrifices.' I do see 
endless possibilities as we give our-
selves to the Lord and allow his 
Spirit to teach us and lead us. If it 
had not been for the Lord and the 
comfort and encouragement he has 
given me, then I would have quit 
long ago. Being the will of the Lord, 
I will be here to serve him for a while 
yet." 
Sowing in the Dust . . 
continued from page 5 
Jesus has told us that the fields are 
white for harvest. And his observa-
tion is as true now as it was then. 
There are many people living close 
to us who are already prepared by 
the Holy Spirit. They are interested 
and seeking. But we must take the 
initiative to find them. The only 
secret is to persist in the hard, risky, 
uncertain work of making these 
initial contacts. 
Though this element of risk makes 
our work hard, I have stumbled on 
an insight that has immeasurably 
lightened the emotional drain of 
these initial contacts. In this initial 
contact our task is not to persuade; it 
is to discern receptivity. Periods of 
receptivity do not last forever. They 
will pass. A day, a week, or a month 
may be too long. So we must be alert 
to the clues which indicate potential 
responsiveness and act promptly to 
invest our time on these receptive 
persons. 
In these first contacts, we never 
know what kind of a response we are 
going to get. Every time, we take a 
risk! Talking with people in itself is 
not difficult; we spend hours each 
day in conversation with people, 
face-to-face and on the telephone. 
But when we add the element of risk, 
the uncertainty of an unknown reac-
tion, and the necessity of encounter-
ing these responses time and time 
again, this work becomes hard. Like 
the farmer in Psalm 126, we "weep" 
as we sow. But only when we keep 
sowing, in spite of our "tears" of 
apprehension and uncertainty, are 
we able to discover the persons in 
whom the Spirit is moving and 
working. 
Oklahoma farmers have some old 
sayings with which they encourage 
one another to risk the huge invest-
ment in planting grain in the face of 
uncertainty. One is, "It won't grow 
in the bin!" Another of their sayings 
is: "If you sow in the dust, your 
granaries will bust."That is precisely 
the Lord's promise. When we sow in 
the dust, when we sow in tears, we 
will reap with songs of joy! 
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by J. Daniel Houck 
My father beamed with a sense of 
pride as he held up his new work 
shirt for the family to see. It was a 
Christmas gift from my wife, Sharon, 
and me. She had embroidered ever 
so carefully his nickname across the 
back. There, in big bold lettering, 
were the words "Backdoor John." 
He received the name accidently at 
the first, but now he was known 
quite widely at work as "Backdoor 
John." 
You see, my father worked at a 
small town newspaper as a mainte-
nance man and receiving clerk. When-
ever a shipment of newsprint needed 
to be unloaded, the switchboard 
operator would simply direct my 
father over the intercom by saying, 
"Backdoor . . . John." Immediate-
ly, my father would drop whatever 
he was doing, make his way to the 
backdoor and help the trucker un-
load the huge rolls of paper. 
For my father, the name "Back-
door John" was a sign of affection. It 
brought a sense of identity, a feeling 
Daniel Houck is the Board for Congrega-
tional Life's Associate for Field Services for 
the Atlantic Conference. 
of belonging. But in the church we 
have another kind of "Backdoor 
John"; not folks who feel a part of 
something special, who strongly 
identify with us, but rather folks who 
have entered our church through the 
front door, have participated briefly 
in the life of our congregation, and 
now are about to slip, almost unno-
ticed, out the backdoor. For what-
ever reason, they did not find nieir 
spiritual or social needs met at our 
church. We had them, but now we 
lost them. They are finding their 
needs met better at some other church 
down the road. 
Indeed, the problem is exceed-
ingly complex. If we want to be more 
effective in ministering to the needs 
of people, if we want to bring people 
into the Kingdom, and if we want to 
lead folks into a deeper life of disci-
pleship, then we have to learn how to 
keep the backdoor closed. In fact, 
we have to prevent people from even 
wanting to find the backdoor. And 
the best way of doing that is discov-
ering what draws people into the 
front door of a church and keeps 
them involved in the life of a congre-
gation. There are five things that I 
believe attract people and hold them 
at a given church. 
/. People cross the threshold of a 
church where worship is apriority. It 
is difficult to remember—in our fast-
paced society of programs, activi-
ties, and ministries—that the church 
is first called to "be" rather than to 
"do"; that we are worshipers first 
and workers second. Worship is the 
greatest service we can render to 
God. The church dare not com-
promise the quality of its worship 
experience for the adding on of pro-
grams. We are witnessing a phenom-
enon today in the life of many char-
ismatic fellowships. Some of these 
groups have no Sunday school, no 
junior worship, no youth programs, 
and still they are growing! They 
grow because people are drawn into 
the overwhelming spirit of worship 
and prayer. 
The church that is committed to 
offering praise and prayer is alive 
and vibrant. It is a church where the 
backdoor is closed. People are look-
ing for churches whose attentions 
are focused on Christ. 
A church of almost any size can 
begin here! Strengthening the wor-
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ship experience will inject new life 
into the existing congregation, while 
serving to attract visitors into the life 
of the body. The single most impor-
tant program of any church is the 
worship service. I would encourage 
every congregation to examine what 
they do on Sunday morning and 
ask, "How can we improve our ser-
vice, so that it more adequately 
communicates who we are as faith-
ful Brethren in Christ, as the family 
of God?" And, "Are we expressing 
through our worship who God really 
is and what he can do?" 
2. People cross the threshold of a 
church where there is a vital sense of 
mission. It has been said that "mis-
sion is to the church, what the pro-
cess of burning is to a fire." It is not 
part of the church. It is the life-giving 
activity of the church. Where there 
isn't a burning, there isn't a fire. 
Where there isn't a mission, there 
isn't a church. 
Sadly though, most churches have 
a very foggy view of their mission. 
Indeed, all churches should see their 
mission as fulfilling the great com-
mission. But, how? How is First 
Church Anytown, North America, 
going to work at fulfilling the com-
mission in their area? 
Churches with a clearly focused 
mission are able to retain people. 
Folks feel good about participating 
in a congregation that knows exactly 
what it is to be doing; and which can 
measure whether or not they are 
doing it. 
The old maxim "To fail to aim is 
to aim to fail" is true in the life of the 
church. First, we need effective aim 
in order to reach the lost and to 
bring them into the fold of the 
church. But secondly, it will also be 
that clear aim which will keep these 
people involved in the life of our 
body. They will want to be where the 
action is—where the real ministry is 
happening! 
3. People cross the threshold of a 
church where there are high stand-
ards of disciple ship. We have learned 
the hard way that offering people an 
easy road of discipleship doesn't 
work. The cults have taught us that 
The best way to 
keep people from 
wanting to find 
the "backdoor" 
is to provide 
them a place to 
grow, to serve, 
to love, and 
to be loved. 
the more you expect from your peo-
ple, the more you will receive. Con-
gregations that maximize the amount 
of effort that following Christ will 
demand of its people, will tend to 
develop greater loyalty. People need 
a sense of meaningful accomplish-
ment. The church which has high 
standards of discipleship is a church 
that has integrity. Even the world 
knows that to live like Christ would 
be very demanding. So then, the 
church that expects little of its peo-
ple seems insincere even to the world. 
But the church with high standards 
of discipleship is seen as consistent 
with the life of Christ. 
4. People cross the threshold of 
churches where there is a people-
oriented ministry. The focus of our 
ministry must be on the needs of 
people, not on mere programming. 
You can have scores of programs, 
but if folks do not feel loved, they 
will not stay. A loving church holds 
its people. Statistics bear out the 
truth that people are reached and 
kept by congregations that priori-
tize the development of loving, car-
ing relationships.1 The extent that 
people feel loved, accepted, cared 
for, noticed, and connected to your 
congregation will determine whether 
they stay in your congregation. 
5. Finally, people cross the thres-
hold of churches where their spirit-
ual gifts are readily employed. The 
church that is slow to identify and 
employ the spiritual gifts of its fringe 
members will be quick to lose them 
to another body. It is so important 
to involve folks in the life and mis-
sion of the church. Once they begin 
making a meaningful contribution 
to the life of the body, they grow in 
their ownership of the body. They 
become committed. 
Win Arn has stated, "There is a 
direct relationship between the num-
ber of roles or tasks available in a 
church, and the number of new peo-
ple the church can incorporate."2 
According to his study an ideal ratio 
of roles to members is 55 per 100. 
That means, for every 100 adults 
there should be at least 55 different 
areas of service/tasks. 
People are looking for meaningful 
and fulfilling tasks. Furthermore, if 
we can channel them into challeng-
ing opportunities that have a direct 
contribution to achieving our 
church's mission, they will internal-
ize that mission for themselves and 
stay involved in the life of our body. 
There is no great sense of accom-
plishment in fulfilling the great com-
mission if the people who are com-
ing in our front door are also "Back-
door Johns." The church must be 
committed to finding a strategy of 
assimilation, so that people can find 
in our congregations a place to 
grow, to serve, to love, and to be 
loved. Then and only then will we be 
successful at keeping the backdoor 
closed. • 
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1988 General Conference Sermon 
"Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord; no 
deeds can compare with yours. All the nations you have 
made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will 
bring glory to your name. For you are great and do marvel-
ous deeds; you alone are God. Teach me your way, O Lord, 
and I will walk in your truth; give mean undivided heart, that 
I may fear your name. I will praise you, O Lord my God, with 
all my heart; I will glorify your name forever" (Psalm 
86:8-12). 
Scripture is very plain. You and I are 
to carefully, intentionally worship God 
alone—in spirit and truth. There's a 
sharp cutting edge to that call. But con-
sider the dulling realities of the follow-
ing snapshots. 
First, Karen Mains in her book Mak-
ing Sunday Special looks in on a typical 
so-called worship service: "And the 
church gathers to worship on Sunday— 
but can't wait until the service ends. And 
it sits by habit, sings hymns by rote, 
bows its head as customary but thinks of 
other things—houses to furnish and 
clothes to buy, and Sunday afternoon 
football, and how long before we get out 
of here, and Monday's responsibilities 
and the children. But we hardly think of 
him, this Divine Lover who waits for 
our ardent, joyous attention" (p. 178). 
Next, Karen's husband David writes 
in his book The Rise of the Religion of 
Anti-Chhstism about the importance of 
keeping the sharp edge of discernment 
regarding the pervasive presence of the 
spirit of anti-Christ. He urges us to be 
more perceptive, to reject the false, and 
hold tightly to the true. 
He goes on to document a study at the 
Andrews University of Graduate Stud-
ies on the dulling, desensitizing power of 
TV. Called systematic desensitization, 
this technique is effective in stripping 
people of their feelings. It whittles away 
at emotions until a person can remain 
relaxed, undisturbed, and unmoved even 
Lynn Thrush is the pastor of the Fairview 
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the biennial General Conference sermon in 
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as he watches scenes that had originally 
occasioned his greatest concern, acutest 
distress, and most painful anxiety. To-
day television religiously adheres to this 
cycle of desensitization using the swift-
ness of technical shifts and the interjec-
tion of commercials to refine the art of 
emotional arousal and diffusion to new 
heights (pp. 46-48). 
Scripture calls us to be careful in wor-
ship, while all that is against Christ 
would seek to diminish worship, and 
certainly diminish any kind of careful-
ness in worship. 
I read in a magazine my wife receives 
about Stormie Omartian's efforts to 
carefully worship God and be faithful to 
him. She began to do some "holy house 
cleaning." She went through her house 
and threw out about 70 expensive hard-
cover books on the occult, along with 
paintings, sculpture, and wall-hangings 
that exalted other gods. She threw out 
tapes and records that had ungodly lyr-
ics, along with magazines and novels 
that exalted lifestyles and thinking pat-
terns that were opposed to God's ways. 
She said, "I examined my wardrobe and 
threw out tight pants, revealing sweaters 
and low-cut dresses—all clothes from 
my past that were not befitting the 
daughter of the King." All this she did in 
an effort to carefully worship God, and 
to guard against the dullness that sepa-
rates from God (Virtue Magazine, March/ 
April 1988, p. 68). 
Old Testament models 
The early history of God's people is 
quite instructive for us. They too were 
exhorted repeatedly: carefully follow 
God, and love him with all your heart: 
"Watch yourselves very carefully so 
that you do not become corrupt" (Deut. 
4:15). 
"Be careful not to forget the covenant 
of the Lord your God" (Deut. 4:23). 
"So be careful to do what the Lord 
your God has commanded you; do not 
turn aside to the right or to the left" 
(Deut. 5:32). 
"Hear, O Israel, and be careful to 
obey" (Deut. 6:3). 
"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength" 
(Deut. 6:4-5). 
"And if we are careful to obey all this 
law before the Lord our God, as he has 
commanded us, that will be our right-
eousness" (Deut. 6:25). 
"Be careful, or you will be enticed to 
turn away and worship other gods and 
bow down to them" (Deut. 11:16). 
"Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left" (Josh. 
1:7). 
Yes, Israel's early history is full of the 
call to carefully, intentionally worship 
God—in spirit and truth. 
But by the time Israel's history is 
recorded in 2 Kings 17, we see how 
poorly they were doing. Look at 2 Kings 
17:32-39: 
They worshiped the Lord, but 
they also appointed all sorts of 
their own people to officiate for 
them as priests in the shrines at the 
high places. They worshiped the 
Lord, but they also served their 
own gods in accordance with the 
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customs of the nations from which 
they had been brought. 
To this day they persist in their 
former practices. They neither wor-
ship the Lord nor adhere to the 
decrees and ordinances, the laws 
and commands that the Lord gave 
the descendants of Jacob, whom 
he named Israel. When the Lord 
made a covenant with the Israel-
ites, he commanded: "Do not 
worship any other gods or bow 
down to them, serve them or 
sacrifice to them. But the Lord, 
who brought you up out of Egypt 
with mighty power and outstretched 
arm, is the one you must worship. 
To him you shall bow down and 
to him offer sacrifices. You must 
always be careful to keep the 
decrees and ordinances, the laws 
and commands he wrote for you. 
Do not worship other gods. Do 
not forget the covenant I have 
made with you, and do not wor-
ship other gods. Rather, worship 
the Lord your God; it is he who 
will deliver you from the hand of 
all your enemies." 
They would not listen, how-
ever, but persisted in their former 
practices. Even while these people 
were worshipping the Lord, they 
were serving their idols. To this 
day their children and grandchil-
dren continue to do as their fathers 
did. 
Once, I listened to that master story-
teller Ethel Barrett tell John Bunyan's 
classic, "Holy War." The town Mansoul 
was built by Great King Shaddai for his 
delight and pleasure. There was only 
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one law there: to love King Shaddai and 
do his will. 
But there was a giant, Diabolis, who 
hated King Shaddai. His aim was to 
take over the town of Mansoul, and his 
strategy was "to have them (Mansoul-
ians) want us to come in." And so giant 
Diabolis had one of his best men cover 
Captain Resistance. He made Conscience 
sleep, and Understanding was darkened. 
Soon Mansoulians were mingling with 
Diabolonians. 
So it was with the Israelites. They 
were not careful and their worship was 
mixed. 
Rather surprisingly, not too long after 
the events reported in 2 Kings 17, a 
bright spot appeared in Israel's history 
of worship. Judah was in Babylon and 
the issue of worship was center stage in 
Daniel 3. It's one of ourfavorite accounts 
in the Old Testament. King Nebuchad-
nezzar had made a large statue. The 
people were gathered and the command 
was given. As soon as they heard the 
music, they were to fall down and wor-
ship the image. Whoever did not fall 
down and worship would immediately 
be thrown into a blazing furnace. 
Heroically, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego refused to bow down. "We 
want you to know, O King, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the 
image of gold you have set up." 
Given what we've just read in 2 Kings 
17, the carefulness of the worship of 
these Hebrew young men is quite sur-
prising. How did these three friends of 
Daniel come to have such a pure view of 
worship? Where did they develop that 
conviction that they were to carefully 
worship God? 
Scripture does not answer that ques-
tion directly, but the history is there for 
us to see. Daniel 1:1 tells us it was "in the 
third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah [that] Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon . . . besieged [Jerusalem]." 
Jehoiakim was son of King Josiah. Let 
me refresh your memory about King 
Josiah from 2 Kings 22 and 23. 
He was 8 years old when he became 
king. In the 18th year of his 31-year 
reign, when he was 26 years old, the 
Book of the Law was found in the tem-
ple. When King Josiah heard the word 
of the Book of the Law he tore his robes, 
for he recognized how far short Israel 
had fallen and how angry God must 
have been. 
He had the words of the Book of the 
Covenant read to all the people. He 
renewed the covenant in the presence of 
the Lord—to follow the Lord and keep 
his commands, regulations, and decrees 
with all his heart and all his soul. 
Second Kings 23:25 declares, "Nei-
ther before nor after Josiah was there a 
king like him who turned to the Lord as 
he did—with all his heart and with all his 
soul and with all his strength, in accord-
ance with all the Law of Moses." 
Chapter 23 of 2 Kings describes how 
King Josiah carefully followed God. 
And can you picture wide-eyed little 
boys watching, boys whom we know 
today as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego? 
Notice the action verbs about Josiah 
carefully and wholeheartedly following 
God: Josiah removed and burned arti-
cles made for Baal in the temple (23:4). 
He did away with pagan priests (23:5). 
He took the Asherah pole from the tem-
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pie, burned it, ground it to powder, and 
scatteredthe dust on the cemetery (23:6). 
He tore down the quarters of the male 
shrine prostitutes which were in the 
temple of the Lord (23:7). He desecrated 
the high places (23:8). He broke down 
the shrines (23:8). He removed horses 
that were dedicated to the sun (23:11). 
He pulled down the altars, smashed 
them, and threw the rubble into the Kid-
ron Valley (23:12). He smashed the 
sacred stones, and cut down the Asherah 
poles (23:14). He slaughtered all the 
priests of those high places (23:20). He 
got rid of the mediums, spiritists, house-
hold gods, idols and all other detestable 
things in Judah and Jerusalem (23:24). 
And so it was said of him that he 
turned to the Lord "with all his heart 
and with all his soul and with all his 
strength." 
Can you see those young boys going 
home and asking their parents, "Why is 
King Josiah doing all this? Why is he so 
angry?" (Or could these boys have 
watched their own parents assisting King 
Josiah?) Can you hear their parents say-
ing in reply, "Because the Lord God says 
that we are to be very careful to worship 
God and God alone." 
Young Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego never got over that mar-
velous model of King Josiah. When in a 
few years they were taken into the for-
eign land hostile to the living God, they 
were well aware that they must care-
fully, intentionally worship the living 
God, and him alone. 
Application for today 
We at this 110th General Conference 
of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
North America are considering the theme 
of worshiping God in spirit and truth, 
and we want to learn from the early 
history of the people of God. 
Vernon Grounds is a contemporary 
for whom my respect is increasingly 
growing. He models this matter of learn-
ing from the past. He has in his office a 
portrait of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, painted 
by a friend. He explains why: 
Does that surprise you? . . . 
Wasn't Bonhoeffer a notorious 
radical in theology . . . ? Sup-
pose I bypass any discussion of 
Bonhoeffer's theology and merely 
remark that his portrait hangs in 
my office as a constant challenge, 
rebuke, and inspiration to myself 
as an old-line biblicist. 
Bonhoeffer might have spent 
his years in ease and distinction as 
a professor. But the river was ris-
ing. The Nazi regime under Adolf 
Hitler had been attempting to co-
opt the church as a goal of the 
Third Reich. Many German Chris-
tians, however (like Bonhoeffer), 
refused to acknowledge any spir-
itual or ecclesiastical authority ex-
cept the authority of Jesus Christ 
{Journal of the Minister's Personal 
Library, Vol. VI, No. 1, pp. 4-5). 
Grounds wants to learn from the 
people of God in earlier times. And we 
want to learn from the broad sweep of 
Israel and Judah's history. 
The New Testament affirms the same 
strong call of the law. Jesus said the 
greatest of all commandments is to love 
the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. 
Like Israel of old, we live in a day 
when intensity wanes. Our greatest dan-
ger may be the same as Israel's: worship-
ing God and leisure, God and money, 
God and pleasure, God and sports, God 
and security, God and. . . . 
When that happens, we've lost our 
edge. But more importantly, we have 
violated the very central tenet of follow-
ing God: God only shall you serve. 
If Daniel's three friends were like 
many so-called Christians today, they 
might have said: "Here we are in a for-
eign land. Why make such a fuss over 
bowing down to a statue? No sense stir-
ring up this foreign crowd. Let's just do 
it and get it over with. We can still wor-
ship God. And further, why risk death?" 
Even today in our "live and let live" 
culture, it's rather difficult to lift up King 
Josiah as a model. "He's too radical." 
"He's too fanatical." 
But my brothers and sisters, the real-
ity of a jealous God who both demands 
and deserves absolute and undiluted 
worship and love must fall fresh upon 
us. We dare not lose sight of the absolute 
command, "Hear O Israel, the Lord is 
one. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength." 
I suggest three areas to assist us in 
carefully, intentionally worshiping God— 
in spirit and in truth. 
First, we must maximize the Lord's 
Day. The power of this day has been lost 
upon this generation. The impotence of 
our experience on this day may be the 
number one reason we have lost the 
intensity of Josiah in our worship. 
About two years ago, just before 
Karen Mains' new book Making Sun-
day Special was to be released, I heard 
her husband David give Karen's sen-
tence summary of her book: "The Church 
has a relationship with her Lord, but 
she's not very good at making love." 
Sunday is our love-making day. (I'm 
not speaking irreverently here. The 
Scriptures do illustrate the Church's 
relationship with Jesus in marital terms.) 
Husbands, we would not think of 
bringing our wife into the bedroom, 
knowing marital intimacy, and then 
hearing our wife tell us, "Now honey, I 
want you to know that I love you most 
and best of all, but this afternoon 111 be 
bringing other men in here as well." 
That's unthinkable! Our husbandly 
jealousy would be mightily aroused. 
But consider this: in Sunday morning 
worship the church tells her jealous 
Bridegroom, "O Lord, we love you most 
and best of all." But in the afternoon of 
this love-making worship day the bride 
has her emotions and passions aroused 
by other lovers, like football, camping, 
and so on. 
Do we not fall into the very sin of 
Israel? While worshiping God, do we 
also serve other loyalties? And how can 
intensity of faith be maintained in that 
kind of life where we share loyalties? 
Scripture calls us to be careful 
in worship, while all that is 
against Christ would seek to 
diminish worship—certainly any 
kind of carefulness in worship. 
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Do we imagine that God is some dull, 
unperceptive husband whose jealousy is 
somehow unaffected by a bride who 
mechanically and dutifully makes love 
to him Sunday morning, but who then 
with smiles, excitement, anticipation, 
and arduous affection delights in the TV 
game of the week or some other lover in 
the afternoon? 
To carefully worship God alone as 
God commands, we must move to make 
his day the high point of the week. Thus 
we will need to thoughtfully prepare for 
this day, and be careful not to dilute our 
worship. 
Too often we make lesser concerns 
tests of worship. So we ask, "Do you 
sing choruses or hymns in your church?" 
"Is your pastor dry, or is he wet?" "Do 
you have a bulletin or do you not?" "Do 
you raise your hands in your church, or 
only your eyebrows?" All these are fair 
questions, but they pale in significance 
to the matter of preparing to keep the 
Lord's Day special. We must intention-
ally, carefully worship God, and when 
we do so we shall indeed be worshiping 
in spirit and in truth. 
Second, we must increase our alert-
ness to that which is anti-Christ. 
John says many anti-Christs have 
come. If we are to worship our Lord 
alone, we must be alert to that which 
would contradict our worship. I like the 
prayer written by David Mains which 
sits on my desk: 
OLord, 
Wake my heart. 
Help me to watch for and guard 
against antichristism. 
Teach me how to be decidedly 
Christian 
in thought, word, and deed. 
Amen. 
We thought together at the outset 
about the desensitizing ability of TV. I 
think if Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego had tasted of the current diet 
of VCR movies, cable, and network TV, 
they would have easily bowed down to 
that statue. Why? Because they would 
have been desensitized to righteousness 
and obedience. And you see, this deep 
call to worship God carefully and inten-
tionally—in spirit and truth—is a call to 
great sensitivity to God. 
I recently saw a cartoon in Leadership 
Magazine captioned, "If there had been 
television in 1517." Martin Luther is sit-
ting in his monk's garb on a wooden 
stool holding out a remote control cube 
toward his television. His thoughts are 
written for us to see. He's thinking, "I 
ought to write down those 95 things I 
Our greatest danger may be that 
of worshiping God and leisure, 
God and money, God and pleasure, 
God and sports, God and security, 
God and. . . . 
was thinking about the other day . . . 
Nyaah . . . Let's see what's on the 
tube" {Leadership, Spring 1988, p. 124). 
Precisely. 
Third, we must prepare a generation, 
indeed we must be a generation, that is 
ready to risk death over the issue of 
worship. 
On the basis of the Word of God as 
written in Revelation 13 and 14, the last 
crisis will be over worship. Daniel 3, in 
some expanded way, will happen at the 
end of the age. 
I am reminded of the story of the 
census-taker who knocked on the door 
of a backwoods shack. An old-timer 
came out, asking what he wanted. "The 
President has sent us across the country 
to find out how many people live in the 
United States," the census-taker replied. 
"I'm sorry you came all the way out 
here to ask me," said the man, "cause I 
ain't got the faintest idea" {Reader's 
Digest, Dec. 1987, p. 89). 
Many people come at the Revelation 
like this old man and say, "I ain't got the 
faintest idea"—and dismiss it entirely. 
But when it comes to the matter of wor-
ship, we dare not dismiss this portion of 
God's Word. 
Notice in Rev. 13:14-15 how Daniel 3 
so vividly is seen again: "He ordered 
them to set up an image . . . and cause 
all who refused to worship the image to 
be killed." In the last days a counterfeit 
worship will be enforced on penalty of 
death. 
The subsequent solemn warning from 
God is found in Revelation 14:9-11. "If 
anyone so worships the beast and his 
image . . . he, too, will drink of the 
wine of God's fury, which has been 
poured full strength into the cup of his 
wrath. He will be tormented with burn-
ing sulfur in the presence of the holy 
angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment rises forever and ever. 
There is no rest day or night for those 
who worship the beast and his image." 
God's people not only need to care-
fully, intentionally worship God in spirit 
and truth because that is what God 
requires, but also because Scriptures 
indicate that a test of worship like 
Daniel's three friends faced is to come at 
the end of the age. 
I plead with us not to cut out parts of 
the counsel of God's Word. We need the 
church to be nerved for a day when 
worship will involve life and death. May 
I remind the Brethren in Christ that we 
who have already died with Christ are 
not to fear death. "Do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul" (Matt. 10:28). 
It is ironic that in talking about sanc-
tification we have pursued brutal death 
language, but regarding tribulation we 
have avoided talking about and prepar-
ing for it. We have placed our faith in the 
hope that we will never have to face that. 
M. Kiddle in his book The Revelation 
of St. John expresses my pastor's heart 
when he declares, "The whole section 
[Rev. 13 and 14] is pastoral in purpose, 
and its moral is stated outright in Ch. 14: 
let no Christian shrink from the destined 
battle—the final issue is assured, and the 
fruits of victory are shown to be ineffa-
bly sweet; but the penalties of insincer-
ity, compromise, feebleness and 
cowardice are horrible, almost beyond 
contemplation" (Quoted in Crisis, Des-
mond Ford, p. 507). Indeed we do need 
a generation prepared to risk death over 
the issue of worship. 
Vernon Grounds tells the story of the 
wisdom of preparation for tough times: 
A young art expert worked for 
Lord Joseph Duveen, the Ameri-
can head of the great art firm that 
bore his name. Early in 1915, 
Duveen was planning to send one 
(continued on page 15) 
July 1988 13 
Ten issues for Christian reflection 
A social agenda for 
biblical 
As our world of 5 billion people 
becomes more and more interde-
pendent, it is appropriate to step 
back occasionally and look at im-
portant global issues. What are the 
critical issues in our world today— 
issues of which we should be aware if 
we are to live responsibly as follow-
ers of Christ? 
Global issues are complex and 
interrelated. Nevertheless, from my 
perspective as a Christian trained in 
science and having done study and 
research about hunger, poverty, and 
injustice as a member of the Menno-
nite Central Committee U.S. Devel-
opment Education office for several 
years, I suggest ten important global 
issues are facing humankind as the 
20th century comes to a close. 
I present these issues briefly and in 
their order of importance, recogniz-
ing the dangers of oversimplification 
and prioritizing. Here are the issues 
in my view. 
1. Environmental degradation. I 
consider the gradual, insidious de-
struction of the natural systems that 
support all life on earth to be the 
number one global problem. Over-
population in developing countries 
and overconsumption and waste in 
industrialized countries are putting 
great stress on the earth's land, air, 
and water. 
We have not been good stewards 
of God's creation. Soil is eroding. 
Forests are disappearing. Croplands 
are becoming deserts. Chemicals are 
polluting the air and water. Other 
problems include the waste of non-
Art Myers writes for MCC U.S. Develop-
ment Christian office. He lives in Fresno, 
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renewable resources, the excessive 
buildup of carbon dioxide, depletion 
of the earth's ozone layer, and spe-
cies extinction. 
2. The worldwide arms race and 
the nuclear threat. In 1986 about $1 
trillion was spent on arms. One tril-
lion dollars is equal to a stack of 
$1,000 bills 67 miles high. This 
money is sorely needed for human 
development programs and to reverse 
environmental degradation. The two 
superpowers spend over half of the 
world's arms budget and are respon-
sible for two-thirds of the arms 
export to the Third World. 
Some people might put the threat 
of nuclear annihilation as the world's 
number one problem. That's under-
standable. But I believe the nuclear 
problem is so apparent and so focused 
today that it will be resolved, while 
degradation of the environment is so 
subtle that it constitutes a greater 
threat. 
3. Blind adherence to political 
and economic systems that are in-
compatible with natural laws. Most 
economic systems—capitalist, com-
munist, socialist—disregard the fun-
damental laws of nature. They pay 
little attention to such principles as: 
(a) everything is connected to every-
thing else, (b) everything must go 
somewhere, (c) nature knows best, 
(d) there is no such thing as a free 
lunch. Because of this disregard there 
is now a dangerous "environmental 
debt." Present political-economic 
systems promote an untenable "free 
lunch" mentality that, when imple-
mented, exploits nature or people or 
both. 
4. The hunger scandal. Estimates 
of the hungry in our world today 
range from 450 million to over a 
billion. At the same time, many 
nations are "awash in grain." The 
major problem is one of industrial-
ized countries producing food at a 
cost beyond what hungry people can 
afford to pay. Other issues related to 
hunger include war, food and agri-
culture policy, poverty, loss of crop-
land, access to land, multinationals, 
and export cropping. 
5. Providing full and meaningful 
employment for all who are able to 
work. Creating this employment 
must be done without disregard for 
natural resources and the environ-
ment. 
6. The rapidly increasing gap be-
tween the rich and poor. The gulf 
between the haves and the have-
nots, both within and between coun-
tries, is increasing. The access of the 
rich and powerful to improved com-
munication, computers, and other 
technology allows them to better 
control the poor. Failure to narrow 
this gap will result in further inequity 
and injustice to the poor. 
7. Inappropriate food and agri-
cultural policies worldwide. Indus-
trial agriculture as practiced in the 
developed world and introduced into 
the Third World during the Green 
Revolution is not sustainable long 
term. Industrial agriculture uses up 
limited supplies of fossil fuels, de-
grades the soil, and pollutes the 
environment. 
The extension of industrial agri-
culture through modern biotechnol-
ogy and genetic engineering will not 
solve the food problem long term. 
New food and agriculture policies 
are needed that promote a sustaina-
ble agriculture. 
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8. The family farm crisis. In the 
United States farmers are declaring 
bankruptcy, farmland ownership is 
being concentrated in the hands of 
fewer and fewer people, blacks are 
losing farmland, and rural communi-
ties are deteriorating. In other parts 
of the world, cash cropping and the 
industrialization of agriculture are 
forcing farmers off their lands. When 
they move to Third World cities, 
farmers are even more vulnerable. 
9. The human population explo-
sion. The expected doubling of the 
world's population in 40 years will 
put increasing stress on its political 
and economic systems. The earth 
cannot indefinitely sustain the pres-
ent rate of human population growth, 
or growth in consumption. 
10. The colonial legacy inherited 
and perpetuated by multinational 
corporations and Third World polit-
ical leaders. In Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, European colonial 
powers have consolidated their ear-
lier power by "doing development" 
through multinational corporations, 
in conjunction with the new "elite" in 
those countries. More often than 
not, the "elite" are part of an oppres-
sive military regime that controls the 
poor much as the colonists did in the 
past. 
Other global issues include human 
rights, racism, sexism, problems of 
the elderly and disabled, hazardous 
wastes, abortion, health care for the 
poor, and criminal justice. 
As Christians we want to follow 
Christ's example by helping those in 
need. We can best help by learning 
to know poor people, by studying 
the reasons for their need and by 
looking for appropriate responses. 
Worship . . . 
continued from page 13 
of his experts in this country to 
England to examine some ancient 
pottery. Passage had been booked 
on the Lusitania. Then the Ger-
man Embassy issued its warning 
that the liner might be torpedoed. 
Duveen was going to call off the 
trip: "I can't take the risk of your 
being killed, "he said to the young 
art expert. 
"Don't worry, "the young man 
replied, "I'm a strong swimmer, 
and when I read what was happen-
ing in the Atlantic I began harden-
ing myself by spending time every 
day in a tub of ice water. At first I 
could stand it only a few minutes, 
but this morning I stayed in that 
tub nearly two hours." 
Duveen laughed of course. It 
sounded so preposterous. Yet his 
expert sailed. The Lusitania was 
torpedoed. The young man was 
picked up, after nearly five hours 
in the chilly ocean, still in excellent 
condition {Journal, p. 4). 
The church must prepare a genera-
tion, indeed we must be a generation, 
that is ready to risk death over the issue 
of worship. 
So from the beginning to the end of 
God's dealing with his people, he de-
mands of us that we carefully follow his 
ways, that we love him passionately and 
solely. To carefully follow God's ways, 
to love him passionately, is to worship 
God in spirit and truth. 
Israel was not careful as they were 
required, and they fell to worshiping 
God and other gods. We noted the tre-
mendous example of good King Josiah 
who renewed the covenant—intensely, 
carefully obeying God. We have fol-
lowed the power of his example in the 
bold and faithful lives of Daniel, Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego. We have 
drawn frightening parallels between 
Israel and the church in our day, and out 
of that called ourselves to renewed faith-
fulness in maximizing the Lord's Day, in 
increasing our alertness to the pervasive 
spirit of all that is anti-Christ, and in 
toughening ourselves for a day when our 
lives will be at stake over the issue of 
worship. 
Worship in spirit and truth. May the 
Brethren in Christ personalize and adopt 
the prayer of David in the 86th Psalm: 
Give us undivided hearts, that 
we may fear your name. We will 
praise you, O Lord our God, with 
all our hearts; we will glorify your 
name forever. Amen. 
A "Visitor" in every 
Brethren in Christ home 
Ready to inform and inspire, 
the Evangelical Visitor ar-
rives a t y o u r h o m e e a c h 
month, with news and views 
of Brethren in Christ across 
North America and around 
the world. 
Renewals: 
1 year: $ 8.50 ($10.00 Can.) 
2 years: $15.00 ($18.00 Can.) 
3 years: $21.00 ($26.50 Can.) 
5 years: $33.00 ($41.00 Can.) 
New and Gift: 
1 year: $ 7.00 ($ 8.50 Can.) 
BEST BUY: Lifetime Subscrip-
tion: $130 ($160 Can.) 
Use the address on your mail-
ing label, noting any errors 
or changes. Mail with check 
or money order to: Evangeli-
cal Visitor, P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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To get to the village called 
Gadarmaha, you must take certain 
precautions beforehand. You must 
take provisions for the day's walk 
from Nuagaon through the hostile 
terrain of mountains and jungles. 
You must take into account the pos-
sibility of hostile encounters with 
elephants, tigers, and bears which 
have been known to kill the solitary 
traveler. As a result, you would be 
wise to take along with you friends 
for moral support and physical safety. 
And if you are a known believer in 
Jesus Christ, you take some risk ven-
turing into the hostile villages of men 
who misunderstand or hate your 
belief—men who may beat you and 
leave you for dead because of it. 
But when you are a traveler for 
Christ, you may take heart: he who 
closed the mouths of the lions in 
Babylon is the same one who walked 
through the angry crowd in Galilee, 
the same one who bids you take up 
the shield of faith and the sword of 
the Spirit and follow. 
Jacob Digal is such a traveler: in 
obedience he has taken the Word 
that is Christ through the obstacles 
of hostility—jungles, predators, 
enemies—into the hospitality of 
men's hearts, often traveling alone. 
Or so it might appear. But the eyes of 
man and beast who would over-
power him have seemed to hold a 
question: "Who is the one who walks 
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always beside you?" Jacob is confi-
dent of the answer. 
As a result of the faithful evange-
listic work of Jacob Digal, the peo-
ple of Gadarmaha ripened for reap-
ing. In early March, the staff and I 
took joy in sharing the reaping of 
souls in this village. As we journeyed 
there, we were also able to share first-
hand with Jacob in the labor of trav-
eling to Gadarmaha. Let me de-
scribe that trip for you. 
We journeyed by bus, a twelve-
hour, overnight ride from Cuttack 
to the city of Nuagaon. In Nuagaon, 
we obtained several bicycles for the 
50 km (35 mile) trip to Gadarmaha. 
There were not, however, enough 
bicycles to accommodate each mem-
ber of our group, so some of us were 
forced to walk. The cyclists and 
pedestrians met up again in a small 
village which is located slightly more 
than one fourth of our way to 
Gadarmaha. From that point, our 
route led up the side of a mountain 
and into the thick of the jungle, so 
we stored our bicycles in the village. 
God was with us at that juncture, for 
although this was the village in which 
several of our brethren were accosted 
for their beliefs, we passed through 
without incident. 
When our group was assembled 
at last, we set off together up the 
slope of the mountain, cutting our 
path through the jungle. The going 
Sharing the Word of God h 
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was rough and the effort was great; 
we were forced to rest often. We 
looked to the joys ahead of us and 
delighted in this experience as one 
that would endure long in our 
memory. By God's grace, we left 
behind the mountain, the jungle, 
and the threat of hostile animals, 
and arrived at our destination some 
seven hours or more after departing 
from Nuagaon. 
Although we were weary, the vil-
lagers of Gadarmaha, who had been 
anticipating our arrival, lifted our 
spirits with an enthusiastic and lov-
ing welcome. A gathering of 300 
people greeted us with smiles, songs, 
and the beating of drums. That very 
evening we marched joyfully to the 
open field by the prayer hall and 
shared in a prayer meeting together. 
We would share many more joys 
with these people before our visit 
ended. 
The activities of the following day 
gave us great joy and continue to do 
so as we remember them. We were 
granted the privilege of witnessing 
and participating in the bringing 
into barns the fruit of Jacob Digal's 
labor and God's blessing: the sacra-
ment of baptism. Anticipation of 
this event began early in the morning 
as those who were to be baptized 
fasted. We invited two local pastors 
to conduct the baptism service. When 
the time came, a crowd of partici-
pants, supporters, and witnesses 
gathered—nearly 700 people in all— 
and proceeded to the river in jubila-
tion. 
This was a red-letter day in my 
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life. I praise God that he has touched 
so many lives and called them to 
follow Jesus Christ. The Spirit of the 
Lord was present and ministered to 
us through the testimonies of those 
who were baptized. It was thrilling 
to hear how the Lord has released 
many from the bondage of alcohol, 
witchcraft, and spirit worship. Many 
of those who had come from nearby 
villages were convicted by the Spirit 
and expressed a desire to follow 
Christ. When three women were 
possessed by evil spirits and began 
creating a commotion, we prayed 
and rebuked the spirits, and the re-
covered women also praised God 
and believed on him. That day the 
Holy Spirit used both testimony and 
turmoil to his glory and to draw 
more souls unto himself. 
The baptism service lasted two 
Above—A family which was driven out 
of the village when they accepted the 
Lord. 
Left—Evangelist Jacob Digal with the 
first family that came to the Lord in the 
area. 
Page 16—The baptism at Gadarmaha. 
hours, and a total of 93 people took 
baptism. Afterward we all arose and 
proceeded back to the open field 
near the prayer hall, where we shared 
again, this time by the taking of holy 
communion. When that was com-
pleted, the whole group sat down to 
a fellowship lunch which was gra-
ciously provided by some of the 
local villagers. We partook heartily 
of both the meal and the fellowship, 
and gave thanks to God for his 
blessings. 
Although our time at Gadarmaha 
had drawn to a close, the Lord had 
more blessings in store for us. We 
had arranged a similar baptism and 
meeting program in the village of 
Duringpodi. The next morning pre-
sented us with a 65 km (45 mile) 
journey from Gadarmaha to During-
podi. We rose early and retraced our 
path through the jungle and over the 
mountain, retrieved our bicycles from 
storage, and spent the rest of the day 
en route to that village. 
The following morning in During-
podi, our schedule commenced with 
a prayer meeting, at which the Spirit 
of the Lord and about 300 people 
were in attendance. After that we 
formed a procession and went down 
to the river for the baptism service. 
Again the Spirit of the Lord spoke to 
us as the participants shared their 
testimonies; and again I was thrilled 
to see God bringing these souls unto, 
himself. Twenty-three men and 
women were baptized that morning, 
after which we formed a great pro-
cession and marched joyfully around 
the village in celebration of God's 
good work. Finally, we returned to 
take communion at the prayer hall 
open ground, and I shared from the 
Word of God. The joy we knew at 
Gadarmaha and at Duringpodi was 
to be known again, as the Lord 
allowed us to reap in baptism in 
Mayurbhanj district 14 as well. 
Psalm 118:23 says, "The Lord has 
done this, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes." These glorious events are 
marvelous in our eyes and will remain 
as a scar on our minds forever. We 
thank the Lord for the way he is 
moving in the hearts of people in 
these days. Last year we were de-
pressed because of disturbances and 
persecution from militant groups. 
But this year, the Lord is giving us 
many souls. I am reminded of the 
verse, "The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field"(Matt. 
10:37-38). If the Lord lays it on your 
heart to be a traveler and a laborer 
for him, you need only give him your 
willingness, your obedience, and hell 
take care of the details. 
Bijoy Roul, an ordained Brethren in Christ 
minister, is director of India Every Home 
Crusade for the state of Orissa, India. He 
also serves as the chairman of a Brethren in 
Christ advisory board in Orissa. 
The title, "A Scar on their Minds, "isfrom 
Rev. Roul's letter to Brethren in Christ 
World Missions—the letter from which this 
article was prepared. Although at times we 
may associate scars with mishaps, we also 
think of them as symbols of healing, birth, 
and life. Christ's scars testified to Thomas 
and are evidence to us of his victory over sin 
and death. In coming to him, we are crucified 
with Christ and share in his death, his resur-
rection, and his scars. Our scars remain as 
permanent reminders of the painful cutting 
away of the old self we experienced with the 
joyful birth of the new. It is in this sense—to 
convey the memory of a holy surgery which 
resulted in a radical transformation of our 
minds—that this title, "A Scar on their 
Minds," is used. 
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BlVOCATIONAL 1/l/lTNESSES 
A new worldwide force 
for evangelism 
. by Ruth E. Siemens 
Helen was paid to play her violin 
in the national symphony orchestra 
in a Buddhist country, and led evan-
gelistic Bible studies with the musi-
cians. Marv set up cooperatives and 
credit unions in rural Cameroun and 
worked with the local church. Rose 
was a governess in Austria, caring 
for two children while she studied 
German. She saw two student friends 
find Jesus Christ. Mary works as an 
audiologist in Spain, and is part of 
an evangelism team in the university. 
All of these people are bivocational 
witnesses—salaried professionals and 
representatives of Jesus Christ. Such 
persons are increasing in numbers as 
a new wave of missions-minded Chris-
tians consider careers overseas. 
Defining the term 
Bivocational witnesses ("bw"s for 
short) are often referred to as "tent-
makers," because they follow the 
example of the Apostle Paul who 
chose to support his missionary work 
by making tents and other animal 
skin products. We cannot finish the 
task of world evangelization without 
a massive force of bivocational wit-
nesses. 
Missions as the motivation—Simply 
taking a job in another country does 
not make anyone a bivocational 
witness. Probably not one percent of 
the estimated 400,000 North Ameri-
Ruth E. Siemens is director of Global 
Opportunities, a computerized Christian job 
referral and missions counseling service. 
This article was condensed from one of the 
same title which appeared in the 1988 edition 
of The Great Commission Handbook. Used 
by permission. 
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can evangelicals employed overseas 
are "bw"s. Most of them are just 
evangelicals employed overseas. You 
can tell "bw"s from other expatriates 
because their motivation is missions. 
They know their Bible, know how to 
evangelize, how to disciple new Chris-
tians, how to lead Bible study groups— 
skills which are as important for 
church planting as for campus min-
istry. They serve in a dual role—in 
their secular trades or professions, 
and as representatives of Jesus Christ. 
You can tell them also because their 
ministry is cross-cultural, with un-
evangelized local people in their host 
countries, not with other North 
Americans. 
Secular salaries—You can also tell 
"bw"s from regular missionaries. 
"Bw"s work as lay people, support-
ing themselves in secular, salaried 
positions. They view their jobs as 
God-given contexts for evangelism, 
not a necessary burden that permits 
them to live in the country. 
In contrast to "bw"s, regular mis-
sionaries serve as religious workers 
and are supported directly or indi-
rectly through donor gifts from 
friends and churches. Unlike the 
"bw," regular missionaries are em-
ployed by Christian organizations as 
religious workers and receive donor 
support. A nurse may be a regular 
missionary or a "bw," depending on 
her employer, work context, and 
source of income. 
A new missionary era 
Many more regular missionaries 
are needed, and every Christian con-
sidering overseas service should in-
vestigate this option. At the same 
time, this new missionary era requires 
"bw"s—thousands of them to serve 
God abroad as lay people. Because 
they are on secular salary, they need 
no giving partners. But they must 
have praying ones. Both regular 
missionaries and "bw"s must work 
to find and cultivate active prayer 
support. 
A model for the expansion of the 
church—Paul was concerned to pro-
vide a model for the missionary 
expansion of the church, so it would 
never become dependent on donor 
gifts or professional clergy. Yet today 
we have almost the whole mission-
ary effort in hock to hostile govern-
ments and world economic fluctua-
tions. Also, our western churches 
have set up a model of donor-
supported mission agencies that most 
other countries now sending out 
missionaries cannot replicate. 
What we have done is not wrong. 
But we have failed to balance our 
regular missionaries with a parallel 
force of Christian lay workers— 
"bw"s. Regular missionaries have 
provided good models of what a 
professional Christian worker ought 
to be. But who has provided models 
for that 99 percent of the church 
assigned to live out the gospel in the 
marketplace? 
The task of the bivocational witness 
If Christian employees talk about 
God all day, they should be fired. 
Instead, they concentrate on the 
integrity of their personal lives and 
the quality of work done for their 
employers. They work at developing 
wholesome, attractive, non-judg-
mental, caring relationships with the 
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people around them. The gospel 
must be seen as well as heard. 
But it must also be heard. "Bw"s 
know that just living the gospel 
without talking about it is like trying 
to fly a plane with only one wing. So 
they will not let anyone sidetrack 
them into merely being a "Christian 
presence" in the host country. They 
tactfully talk about Jesus Christ, 
even in difficult countries where risk 
may be involved. 
Effective "bw"s will "fish and not 
hunt." They seek common interests 
and common theological ground with 
those they hope to reach. They find 
ways to mention God casually, put-
ting out bait—a word here and a 
word there. They are ready to answer 
the questions of those who "nibble." 
Short conversations lead to one-on-
one Bible studies. Bible study groups 
turn into house churches. 
The international job market—In 
any given week, thousands of jobs 
all over the world are open to North 
Americans. Thousands of employ-
ers—about 30 different kinds—hire 
regularly. Positions come in at least 
5,000 different job descriptions, from 
neurosurgery to scuba diving. 
Most jobs require college degrees, 
although thorough experience is ade-
quate for others. Unskilled and semi- • 
skilled jobs are rightly protected by 
governments for their own people, 
or for laborers from poorer nations. 
The best openings are for people in 
mid-career, but entry level jobs and 
modestly paid internships are possi-
ble in many career fields. 
Salaries and benefits—What are the 
terms? Salaries range from modest 
but adequate to very high with gen-
erous benefits. Round trip travel is 
almost always paid for the employee 
and his dependents, and some posi-
tions include annual paid vacation 
trips. 
Initial contacts run from one to 
three years, often renewable for longer 
periods. Christians should seek to 
stay as long as possible, even if stay-
ing in the same country means a new 
contract with a different employer. 
Greater familiarity with the culture 
and longer term relationships are 
important in seeing spiritual fruit. 
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We cannot complete 
the task of world 
evangelization 
without a massive 
force of bivoca-
tional witnesses. 
Study abroad as an option—"Bw"s 
may be students instead of employees. 
Study abroad is just as good a con-
text for evangelism as employment. 
One can learn a language and a cul-
ture, and gain missionary experience 
without losing time in reaching one's 
academic goals. Either a junior year 
abroad or graduate study may not 
cost more overseas than in North 
America. (In India, tuition, room 
and board may be as low as $300 a 
year!) 
Training for service—Academic train-
ing and work experience are the keys 
that unlock doors into closed and 
open countries. 
Seminary graduates and people 
with undergraduate Bible majors 
will probably have to do additional 
study to become marketable over-
seas. Too much religious study and 
religious work experience on a 
resume- can also close doors to secu-
lar overseas employment. 
Yet, Bible and ministry training 
are essential. Mission agencies usu-
ally require at least one year of for-
mal Bible training for their candi-
dates. That is a good suggestion for 
the "bw," too, since he may work in 
an even more difficult environment. 
For more important than an array of 
Bible facts are good inductive Bible 
study skills. 
It may be advantageous for pros-
pective "bw"s to get the kind of in-
service training available from cam-
pus fellowships in secular colleges. 
The large number of international 
students on these campuses makes 
them cross-cultural mission fields, 
and a good place to learn to relate 
effectively to non-believers, to evan-
gelize, and to disciple. 
Missions training is essential, and 
can be obtained in short courses, 
evening courses, by correspondence, 
or by purposeful reading. Every "bw" 
should know something about mis-
sions history, missions progress 
around the world, strategies, trends, 
issues, problems, etc. General cross-
cultural training is also important. 
Hundreds of overseas or summer 
service options give firsthand ex-
perience. 
Preparing by living—Probably the 
most important factor in your prep-
aration for overseas is how you are 
doing in your present situation. Mis-
sions is nothing less than a cosmic 
war, with human and non-human 
beings on both sides. Inaction in 
wartime is action on behalf of the 
enemy. You are already assigned to 
the place where you live, work and/ 
or study, regardless of what circum-
stances brought you there. 
Because your assignment is from 
God, it is as important as any you 
will ever have. God grades his chil-
dren not on their success, but on 
their faithfulness (Matt. 25:23). If 
you cannot maintain a daily quiet 
time in your present situation, and 
live out the gospel and share the 
good news where you are, what 
good would it do to go overseas? 
What God is teaching you in the 
present will prepare you for your 
next assignment. While doing your 
assigned part in this battle, you need 
to keep informed about more distant 
fronts, and keep communication and 
supply lines open. You must be will-
ing to go anywhere God sends, in 
whatever role he chooses—as a regu-
lar missionary or as a bivocational 
witness. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions coop-
erates with International Placement Service 
to establish Brethren in Christ people in pro-
fessional positions in many countries for 
which missionary visas are not available. For 
information, write to Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, P. O. Box 390, Mount Joy, 
PA 17055. 
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od at work: In our world 
New ministry in the Bronx 
Henry Miller—Bronx, New York 
The Lord is bringing answers to our 
prayers about a Spanish ministry. Soon 
after the beginning of the new year, Otto 
Solorzano joined me as associate here at 
Fellowship Chapel. His primary assign-
ment is to work toward building a 
Spanish-language congregation. Though 
our present congregation is multi-racial, 
our services are all in English. The 
neighborhood is heavily Puerto Rican, 
and, though the children in our clubs 
and tutorial program speak English, the 
parents in many cases do not. This 
means we have not been having a direct 
ministry to many older folks in our 
community. 
Otto is getting acquainted with the 
people in the neighborhood and is just 
beginning a Bible study in Spanish. It 
will likely take time to establish a core of 
faithful people, but it is our prayer that 
ultimately there will be a Spanish-
language service here in addition to the 
present English one. Both congrega-
tions will share the same facilities. 
We do need much prayer on the part 
of the brotherhood. We have not been 
down this road before, but we believe it 
is within the will of the Lord for Fellow-
ship Chapel. 
Evangelism explosion in 
Colombia 
Nancy Peterman—Bogota, Colombia 
In March, Debbie Patrick and I had 
the opportunity to participate in an 
evangelism training course for pastors, 
missionaries, and lay persons from all 
over the city of Bogota and other parts 
of the country. It was an intense six days 
of lectures, studying, memorizing verses, 
and making new friends. The entire 
experience was a big challenge to our 
Spanish, especially the assignment of 
tape-recording a 20-minute oral presen-
tation! We did make it through, and I 
gained a lot of confidence in explaining 
the message of the gospel in Spanish. 
We also now have official certification 
to train others in the Evangelism Explo-
sion program. 
I am amazed that in this society peo-
ple are very open to talk about and listen 
to spiritual things. They believe in God, 
have great reverence for the Bible (al-
20 
though many have never read it); have 
bits and pieces of religious knowledge 
from attending an occasional mass, and 
are willing to discuss them. They are 
usually excited to hear an understand-
able presentation of what Christianity 
really is. Many jump at the opportunity 
to study the Bible, as long as they are 
able to get over their fear that we are 
trying to change their religion. 
Leadership needs supplied 
Emmanuel Roy—Madhipura Christian 
Hospital, Bihar, India 
It is a joy to share experiences of 
God's provision in our daily walk with 
Jesus Christ. Our Lord does hear and 
answer prayer in wonderful ways. We 
are thankful that many are praying for 
the church in India, and we ask that they 
not grow weary. 
Our biennial church council met in 
early April at Banmankhi. It was a 
blessed time for many of us. Please 
uphold our new church chairman, Rev. 
Moses Marandi, in your prayers. 
God has supplied pastors for both 
Saharsa and Madhipura churches. Mr. 
Munsi Besra is now serving at Saharsa, 
and Mr. Matti Masih is giving leader-
ship at Madhipura. Pray that God will 
use them and that they will be strength-
ened inwardly for this enormous task. 
It is a tremendous answer to prayer 
that in mid-March two doctors joined 
the staff of Madhipura Christian Hospi-
tal. Dr. N. Matthew, an orthopedic sur-
geon, agreed to help out for several 
months, since the hospital had been 
without a doctor since November of last 
year. He has been a great help to hospi-
tal staff and patients who come needing 
medical care so urgently and expecting 
good treatment, since this is a Christian 
hospital. Dr. A. R. Hembrom also 
joined the staff at the same time. We 
trust she will render service here for a 
long time as God leads her. We praise 
God for answers to prayer. We continue 
to pray for the spiritual growth of the 
staff as well as providing for our other 
needs (finances and nursing staff). 
Please pray for the church in India as 
a whole. We need the right persons to 
hear the call of God to go to seminary so 
they will be prepared to take responsibil-
ity for leading our churches. Those who 
are now serving have so much to do, and 
we cannot let the outreach work fall 
behind. As Paul says in Hebrews 10:23-
24, "Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds." 
Rejoicing over rejection? 
Jay Smith— Thies, Senegal 
We are thankful for those in our 
neighborhood who bring light into our 
lives. Allioune Thiam, a young man 
who has done two Bible courses with 
me, came to church with us in Dakar for 
the first time recently. He was over-
whelmed by the praise given to God 
which he experienced during the service. 
Unfortunately, he wrote a letter a few 
days later stating that he could never 
accept our faith. We are encouraged to 
keep praying, however; we believe that 
the work of the Holy Spirit in this young 
man's life is just beginning. The fact that 
he rejects now shows he is counting the 
cost. Did you ever hear of someone re-
joicing over rejection? 
"Exceeding abundantly 
above all we could ask or 
think " 
Alvin Book—Cagua, Venezuela 
We received a letter in late February 
from the owner of the Corinsa housing 
development in which we live. The letter 
indicated that a specific parcel of land 
(approximately 1,200 square meters) 
has been designated as a gift to the 
Cagua fellowship. We had received word 
earlier that a number of sites had been 
set aside for the development of kinders 
(preschools). We were encouraged to 
apply for one of these with the idea of 
building a facility which could serve as 
both a church building and a nursery 
school. Since Corinsa is still in the 
development process, we had thought 
we might be able to purchase one of 
these lots. But to receive promise of a 
plot of land as a gift is extraordinary— 
certainly a cause for thanksgiving. The 
transaction has not yet been finalized, so 
we would appreciate your prayers that if 
this is indeed of the Lord, all will be 
worked out in accordance with his will. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Congress 88 aims to reach 
unchurched in North America 
Fifteen thousand leaders in evange-
lism are expected to gather in Chicago 
this summer to learn how to reach the 90 
million Americans who have no church 
affiliation, say the planners of Congress 
88, a national festival of evangelism. 
Congress 88 will take place Aug. 4-7 
in the Rosemont Horizon and surround-
ing hotels near Chicago's O'Hare Air-
port. It is aimed at enabling the local 
church to reach out to those in its com-
munity with the invitation to receive 
Christ, to become a part of the church 
community, and to live as Christian dis-
ciples in the world. 
Church pastors, leaders, and laity are 
invited to attend and participate in the 
200 workshops, parable church presen-
tations, forums, and major plenary ses-
sions during the four-day gathering. 
Major speakers include Charles Col-
son of Prison Fellowship, international 
evangelist Leighton Ford, General Eva 
Burrows of The Salvation Army, Roman 
Catholic Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of 
Chicago, United Methodist Bishop 
Woodie White, and Progressive Baptist 
minister Harold Carter. George Gallup, 
Jr., whose 10-year-old survey indicated 
that 41 percent of Americans are func-
tionally uninvolved in any church com-
munity, will update that survey at a ple-
nary session followed by a workshop. 
"It strikes me that this is the first time 
that churches of such divergent views 
have been able to cooperate in evange-
lism," says Congress 88 President Grady 
Allison. "The participating church 
groups have put aside their differences 
to focus on their common faith in Jesus 
Christ in order to provide inspiration, 
instruction, and motivation for the 
375,000 local churches to bring Christ's 
message of hope, forgiveness and salva-
tion to the unchurched." 
All Congress 88 programming relates 
to its four goals, which are to celebrate 
Jesus Christ, challenge churches to meet 
the human needs of society, unite to 
reach the 90 million unchurched, and 
reach out now to gather the harvest. 
Workshop topics cover church growth, 
tools for evangelism, equipping church 
members for evangelism, reaching youth, 
evangelizing in urban areas, needs of the 
small church, church planting, witness-
ing, cross-cultural evangelism, personal 
prayer life, and commitment counseling. 
Sixteen Anabaptist-related workshops 
will be among the 200 available. Other 
Anabaptist participation will include a 
joint display, a peace evangelism booth 
and an inter-Mennonite meeting. 
Another Congress 88 highlight will be 
the joyous music which is being arranged 
by well-known Chicago area music di-
rector Otis Skillings. 
Group registration for the Brethren in 
Christ is being handled by the Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting. Con-
tact Dale Shaw at the BECP office, tele-
phone (813) 923-3275. 
"Conference for multi-
staff congregations" set 
for Florida in February 
A "Conference for Multi-Staff Con-
gregations" is planned early next year in 
Sarasota, Fla. The Feb. 22-24 confer-
ence to be held at Bihia Vista Mennonite 
Church will explore the theme, "Leader-
ship for Growth." 
Multi-staff congregations are those 
that have more than one person on the 
pastoral team. The conference is designed 
for senior and associate pastors of multi-
staff churches, pastors and lay leaders of 
growth-oriented congregations, leaders 
of congregations considering multiple 
staff, conference/ district leaders, and 
spouses of pastoral staff. 
Resource people will include James 
Waltner, senior pastor at College Men-
nonite Church, Goshen, Ind.,and Harold 
Westing, associate professor of Chris-
tian Education and dean of students at 
Denver (Colo.) Conservative Baptist 
Seminary. He is author of the book, 
Multiple Church Staff Handbook. More 
than a dozen workshops are also planned. 
The Brethren in Christ Church is one 
of the conference sponsors, along with 
the Mennonite Board of Missions and 
Mennonite Board of Congregational 
Ministries of the Mennonite Church, 
and the Commission on Home Minis-
tries and Ministerial Leadership Ser-
vices of the General Conference Men-
nonite Church. 
For more information, contact Bishop 
John Byers, 501 E. Mulbery, Elizabeth-
town, PA 17022. 




World membership for Mennonite 
and related churches has surpassed 
800,000 for the first time, according to 
the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
World Directory 1988 compiled by Men-
nonite World Conference. 
The summary shows 802,900 members 
in 164 organized bodies or groups in 60 
countries. This compares with 774,000 
members in 145 groups in 57 countries 
in 1986. 
However, direct comparisons are sub-
ject to misinterpretation, observes Paul 
Kraybill, MWC executive secretary. The 
process of gathering reliable data is 
always subject to improvement, and 
fluctuations in any given country from 
one directory to the next may be due to 
the counting procedures rather than any 
real upward or downward trend. 
The overall figures include Menno-
nite, Brethren in Christ, and related 
church groups which consider them-
selves as within the Anabaptist heritage, 
and listing in the directory does not 
denote membership in Mennonite World 
Conference. Membership totals are as 
of Dec. 31, 1987, or the latest available 
figures. 
By continent, North America has 
374,800 members, Africa has 145,400, 
Asia and Australia 113,900, Europe 
90,700, and the Caribbean, Central, and 
South America 78,100. 
Two countries, the Bahamas and 
Malawi, are listed for the first time in the 
1988 directory. In the Bahamas a church 
has been started by missionaries from 
the Eastern Pennslyvania Mennonite 
Church. A new Brethren in Christ church 
has emerged in the African country of 
Malawi and relates closely to the Breth-
ren in Christ church in Zimbabwee. 
The 1988 directory also includes sev-
eral new conferences in countries that 
had been listed before. Among them are 
four additional Brethren in Christ groups 
in Venezuela, England, Spain, and Orissa 
State in India. 
The conference in Orissa began as a 
church planting ministry of the existing 
Brethren in Christ church in the neigh-
boring state of Bihar. This ministry is 
directed primarily to the animistic 
Kondho people and has grown rapidly 
through the witness of Indian evangelists. 
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Allegheny Conference 
On June 11, the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., had a picnic and concert at Rox-
bury Camp featuring "Teen Sing Out," a 65-voice 
group from Ohio. • The Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., had a note burning ceremony on 
May 22 with Bishop Kipe speaking. A father-son 
banquet was June 17. • On June 23, the Canoe 
Creek congregation, Holidaysburg, Pa., enjoyed a 
musical program by seven women from Taiwan, 
students at Hobe Sound Bible School. • The Car-
lisle, Pa., congregation is moving ahead on pur-
chase of 6.98 acres of land behind their present 
property. Children ages 3-grade 5 enjoyed "Won-
derfaire," June 13-17—a VBS about the amazing 
power of God. 
The youth of the Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa., gave a skit in the May 1 service 
to promote their summer SWAP project. The 
young adult fellowship ministered at the Paxton 
Street Home on May21.»"Eyes, Ears, and Voices 
of the World" was the theme of a May 22 missions 
presentation to the Cedar Heights congregation, 
Mill Hall, Pa., by William and Mary Hoke. • On 
May 15, London church planters Curt and Marti 
Byers spoke in the morning service of the Cham-
bersburg, Pa., church. The group New Dimension 
gave a concert on the evening of May 22. • Slides 
of Africa were shown May 29 by Graybill Bru-
baker to the Clear Creek congregation. Everett, 
Pa. 
The four-part film series "Maximum Marriage" 
Minister of Youth 
and Young Adults 
Seminary or graduate degree 
preferred. Administrative and 
counseling skills will be needed 
in a program where the staff per-
son works with other adults. 
Apply by the end of July to: 
Administrative Secretary; Gran-
tham Church; Grantham, PA 
17027. Phone (717) 766-0531. 
Associate Pastor 
The Mount Pleasant Brethren 
in Christ Church, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
is looking for an associate pastor 
(full-time) to have charge of the 
youth program and to help with 
Christian education and evange-
lism. The need is for someone 
soon. 
Inquiries may be made by 
writing to: Pastor Jerel Book; 
R.D. 2, Box 550; Mt. Joy, PA 
17552. Or call (717) 653-2836. 
was shown in May to the Cumberland Valley 
congregation, Dillsburg, Pa. May 1 was the first 
Sunday in their new sanctuary. • On May I, the 
Dillsburg congregation had a Pioneer Encamp-
ment Program with craft displays and finger des-
serts afterwards. • A May meeting of the Five 
Forks congregation MPF, Waynesboro, Pa., 
focused on work among international students. • 
In May, the Grantham, Pa., congregation had an 
open forum on neighborhood and community 
mediation—a peaceful method of resolving dis-
putes without court action. • The Hanover, Pa., 
congregation recently approved purchase of a 3.6 
acre parcel of land forS96,400. The second annual 
family life and married couples retreat was held 
June 10-11 with Kenneth Markley of the Narra-
more Foundation. 
The Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., 
had a family emphasis weekend May 26-29 with 
Norman and Betty Charles. Counseling was avail-
able. An offering of $2,410 from a recent missions 
conference was sent to the Copper Connection 
MPF project. • The Sunday school board of the 
Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., sponsored 
a May 15 witnessing seminar. • On May 1, Terry 
and Bonnie Tammy spoke to the Marsh Creek 
congregation, Howard, Pa., about their deliver-
ance from drug abuse. Steve and Amber George 
from the Villa Mainero Orphanage in Mexico 
spoke May 8. • Henry Ginder was speaker for a 
May 13-15 family life conference for the Martins-
burg, Pa., congregation. The Messiah Village 
Men's Chorus sang May 22. Keith Ulery and Erla 
Stump spoke. 
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation has 
added monthly music tapes to their tape ministry, 
including all music presentations and congrega-
tional singing. John and Esther Spurrier spoke in 
a May 29 service. • The Meals on Wheels Choir 
was at the Messiah Village church, Mechanics-
burg, on May 15. • May 22 was Christ's Crusaders 
Day with Garnet Meyers as speaker for the Mont-
gomery congregation, near Upton, Pa. The noon 
and evening meals were served to the youth with 
recreation in the afternoon and the film "Twice 
Pardoned"at night. • The Morning Hour Chapel, 
East Berlin, Pa., held family life services May 
21-22 with speaker and counselor Jere Brubaker. 
The congregation recently studied Wesley Duewel's 
book, Touch the World Through Prayer, on 
Wednesday nights. 
On May 8, coffee, punch, and doughnuts were 
served to all ladies of the Mt. Rock congregation, 
Shippensburg, Pa., preceding the Sunday school 
hour. Eberand Ruth Dourte spoke on May 22 on 
"Home, a place of growth."* "Discovering God's 
Power" was the theme for the June 20-24 VBS at 
the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa. The 
congregation has committed $2,000 to the West 
Side church planting land purchase. • The ladies 
of the Peace Light congregation, Gettysburg, Pa., 
had their third annual mother-daughter banquet 
on May 2. 
On June 18, John Fries spoke at the father-son 
banquet of the Roseglen congregation, Duncan-
non, Pa. Arthur Climenhaga spoke about mis-
sions on June 19. • Royce Thompson was evange-
list recently for the Spring Hope congregation, 
Bedford, Pa. • The Van Lear congregation, Wil-
liamsport, Md., is meeting on a special summer 
schedule: 9:00 Sunday school; 10:00 worship. A 
church picnic was June 4. • Jim Sollenberger, new 
pastor of the West Shore congregation, Enola, 
Pa., was recently recipient of an award for the 
highest grade point average in his graduating class 
at Ashland Seminary. May 14 was youth activity 
day at Hershey Park. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Community Bible congregation, Sarasota, 
Fla., had a May 21 canoe trip down the Peace 
River. The youth and singles enjoyed a scavenger 
hunt and lock-in on'May 13. • The Cross Roads 
congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., was recipient of a 
memorial gift of a 12-foot square electric AV 
screen to be installed in the sanctuary. Fifty MCC 
grocery bags were filled by the congregation. • The 
women of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation 
had a "Coping with Stress" overnight get-away, 
May 20-21, with Dorothy Gish from Messiah Col-
lege. A new sanctuary piano was dedicated on 
May 15. • June 12 was Children's Day at the 
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa. The children pre-
sented the play, "Tell Me a Story Before I Go to 
Bed." Roof replacement was scheduled for early 
June. 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe recently visited the 
Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y. A 
Spanish ministry is proceeding under the leader-
ship of Otto Solarzano. • The Free Grace congre-
gation, Millersburg, Pa., is beginning publication 
of a newsletter. "Children for Peace" was the June 
12 service theme. • The youth of the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla., attended the Youth 
for Christ "World's Greatest Lock-in" on May 13. 
Ken Davis from California was speaker. • Former 
nightclub entertainer Bob Manderson was speaker 
for a series of meetings. May 1 -5, at the Hummels-
town, Pa., church. A four-part Josh McDowell 
film series, "His Image, My Image," was shown 
recently. 
A musical, "Worship: Kids' Style," by Erma 
Morris, was presented by the children of the Lan-
caster, Pa., congregation on May 8. A workers' 
appreciation night was May 22. • The SURF 
group of the Manor church, Mountville, Pa., pro-
vided free babysitting on June 18 for couples of 
young children who wanted a "night out." Paul 
Hensel of Portland, Ore., will join the staff Aug. 1 
as full-time church administrator. • The Master-
sonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., recently 
filled nine MCC food bags. Marshall Poe spoke 
May 22. • Approximately 125 ladies and helpers 
attended the Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Joy, Pa., mother-
daughter banquet on May 2. Florence Keener 
spoke on "Weave You a Lovely Today." 
A council meeting was held May 22 at the Pal-
myra, Pa:, church to discuss building access for the 
handicapped. Everyone brought a recipe and dish 
to the last meeting of the women's fellowship on 
May 24. • May 27-30 were the dates for the Me-
morial weekend outing of the Pequea congregation, 
Lancaster, Pa., at Old Forge recreation park. The 
youth had a "Let It Growl" planned famine in May 
for World Vision/Ethiopia, and Water Street 
Rescue Mission. More than $500 was raised.* On 
June 12, the Love Bunch puppets of the Refton, 
Pa., congregation presented "A Musical Journey 
Through Creation." Air conditioning was installed 
22 Evangelical Visitor 
in May. • Dr. Harold Engle, returned from four 
months at Macha Hospital, Zambia, spoke to the 
Shenkscongregation, Elizabethtown,Pa.,on May 
15. Four persons were received into membership 
that day. 
On May 22, one person was baptized and three 
others received into the membership of the Silver-
dale, Pa., congregation. • The Material Aid and 
Service Committee of the Atlantic Conference 
helped in the early June roof replacement of the 
Skyline View church, Harrisburg, Pa. Dave Bru-
baker, Associate Director of Mennonite Concilia-
tion Service, led an evening workshop May 22 on 
"Responding to Conflict in the Church." • The 
Stowe, Pa., congregation participated in the 
Bucks-Mont love feast at Souderton on May 15, 
and a Wesleyan Fellowship hymn sing on May 22. 
• Henry Ginder, Bishop John Byers, and Paul 
Hostetler were among those participating with 
Pastor Michael Blouse in the May 8 dedication 
service of the Summit View church, New Holland, 
Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
May 22 was homecoming Sunday for the 
Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke, Ont. Speak-
ers were Paul Nigh, Howard Tyrell, Pastor Ken 
Case, Bishop Harvey Sider, Charles Byer, and 
Ronald Lofthouse. • The Covenant congregation. 
Penetang, Ont., had building dedication on May 
1. • The Cross Roads Memorial congregation. 
Guelph, Ont., planned a May 7 church work day, 
and a June 4 yard sale. • The Falls View congrega-
tion, Niagara Falls, Ont., had a Sunday school 
picnic at Queenstown Park on June 5. • The 
young adult class of the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., sponsored a June 14 auction. • 
Roy Sider and Rev. Hem Kumar Paul were guests 
of the Houghton congregation, Langton. Ont., in 
June. 
Moses Munsaka led a week of revival services, 
May 1-8, at the Kirkland Lake, Ont., church. June 
3-5 were the dates for the 25th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Massey Place Community congrega-
tion, Saskatoon, Sask., on the theme, "Every End 
Is a New Beginning."* On May 29, four members 
were received by the North East Community con-
gregation, Calgary, Alb. A "Discovering God's 
Will" seminar was held in June. • The Oak Ridges, 
Ont., congregation planned a June 20 business 
meeting to further consider enlarging their build-
ing committee, detailing floor plans, and funding. 
The Prince Albert, Sask., congregation recently 
had a yard and hot dog sale to benefit the church 
loan fund. June 24-26 was a family camping week-
end. • The women's ministries of the Ridgemount 
congregation, Hamilton, Ont., planned a mother-
daughter fashion show for May 9. May 17 was 
"family fun night."* The Rosebank congregation. 
Petersburg, Ont., had a Pioneer Clubs award ser-
vice on May 1 featuring a Camp Kahquah presen-
tation, a missions skit, and refreshments. • Four 
congregations participated May 29 at the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church in a Board for Congregational 
Life evening, "Encouraging the Spiritual Life of 
Your Family." Eight persons were baptized on 
May 15. Susan Gilmore began as part-time youth 
pastor on June 1. 
The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., 
hosted a Niagara Christian College prayer rally on 
May 14 with Rev. Paul Nigh, speaker. • The 
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation recently had "French 
missions emphasis day" with speaker Sam Buick. 
Ladies Night speaker on May 30 was Lynda Kelly, 
chaplain at Welland Hospital, on the topic "The 
Two new books 
to help you in 
evangelism 
THE SECRET OF THE 
HARVEST: Mobilizing for 
Team Evangelism 
by Warren Hoffman 
Drawing on Jesus' image of the har-
vest in Matt, 9. this book reveals the 
"secret" of evangelism: the readiness 
of all Christians to use their aptitudes, 
personalities, and gifts in the process 
of making disciples. Warren discusses 
biblical principles of evangelism and 
provides a step-by-step plan for bring-
ing together and training a group of 
Christians so they can work effec-
tively as a team to win persons to 
Christ and the church. 
LIFE WITH GOD: 
Basics for New Christians 
by Helen Johns 
Seven short, down-to-earth sections 
with Bible study questions provide an 
excellent tool for use in discipling the 
new believer. Topics include prayer, 
Bible study, fellowship, worship, over-
coming doubts and fears, and telling 
others about new life in Christ. De-
signed primarily for one-to-one use 
with a new Christian, the book can 
also be used in a small group setting. 
Special General Conference prices: 
The Secret of the Harvest 
Regular price $7.95 ($9.95 Canadian) SPECIAL $5.95 ($8.10 Canadian) 
Life With God 
Reg. Single Copy: $2.95 ($3-70 Canadian) 
Reg 10-Pack $23.95 ($29.95 Canadian) 
SPECIAL- $2.40 ($3.00 Canadian) 
SPECIAL $19.95 ($24.95 Canadian) 
Order from Evangel Publishing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 
46550. 
ToE Free Order Line: 1-800-822-5919 
* Special Prices good only untilJuly 30,1988. VISA/MasterCard accepted. 
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Changing Role of Women."* Thirty-three people 
recently attended an MCC workshop at the Wel-
land, Ont., church on how to make church build-
ings accessible to the handicapped. • Ernie Hol-
lands was speaker May 13, 14 for the Westheights 
congregation, Kitchener, Ont. 
Central Conference 
On May 15, the Amherst congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, planned a note burning ceremony dur-
ing the morning worship hour. The church's first 
concert band ministry was on May 22. • The study 
of Putting Away Childish Things by David Sea-
mands was begun in May by the Homebuilders 
class of the Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind. 
The congregation has established a deacon's fund. 
A reception was held June 19 in honor of the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Ralph a nd Joanna (Stump) 
Hoke. The Hokes are active members of the Chris-
tian Union congregation where Mr. Hoke has 
served as treasurer for 36 years and deacon for 15 
years. The reception was hosted by their children: 
Stanley. Meredyth Hock, and Anita Stoner; and 
their six grandchildren. Ralph and Joanna were 
married in her home on June 24, 1938, with the 
bride's uncle, V. L. Stump, officiating. 
The DeRossett congregation, Sparta, Tenn.. 
recently gave a fellowship meal and program to 
honor the 55th wedding anniversary of Rev. Elam 
and Helen Dohner. The congregation planned a 
June 11 "all night sing" with groups from Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. 
Two people from the Highland congregation. 
West Milton, Ohio, are serving as construction 
helpers this summer with Teen Missions: Andy-
Short in the Fiji Islands; and Karen Buckwalter in 
Trinidad. • The ladies of the Lakeview congrega-
tion. Goodrich, Mich., held a garage sale on May 
19-21. All graduates were asked to wear caps and 
gowns on June 5. • The three children's choirs of 
the Mooretown congregation, Sandusky, Mich., 
gave a Spring program on the evening of May 15. 
A carry-in dinner honored graduates the same 
day. 
By accepting only offerings of one quarter a 
week per person, an adult Sunday school class of 
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation proved what a 
quarter could do when they presented 10 new NT V 
Bibles to the Sunday school superintendent after 
the Spring term. • "You asked for it" songs and 
sermon topics are being featured during summer 
worship at the Peace Chapel church, Ravenna, 
Ohio. A reaffirmation of wedding vows for all will-
ing couples was the culmination of the June 5 first 
annual Marriage and Family Day. • The emphasis 
of the May 11 prayer time of the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, congregation was the new Brethren in 
Christ mission outreach in Malawi and Thailand. 
Joint VBS with the Church of the Brethren was 
"Bibletimes Marketplace 29 A.D."—examining 
the life of Joseph. 
On May 15, the Sippo Valley congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio, had a fellowship meal and their 
annual family softball game. • The Union Grove 
congregation, New Paris, Ind., had a mother-
daughter breakfast in an Amish home on May 21. 
• The Richard Steubing family, missionaries to 
Zambia, ministered on May 29 to the Western 
Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. Bishop and 
Mrs. Alderfer visited in the evening. 
Midwest Conference 
The Bethany congregation, Thomas, Okla., 
recently welcomed Connie Hoffman and the 
children of the Oklahoma City church, perform-
ing "It's Cool in the Furnace."* On May 13-14,40 
people from the Mound Park congregation, Dal-
las Center, Iowa, attended a family retreat for 
renewal and deepening of their Christian com-
mitment. May 18-20 and 22-29 were revival ser-
vices with Luke Keefer, Sr. • The Mountain View 
congregation, Colo. Springs, Colo., recently held 
three days of meetings with Dale and Ann Marie 
Shaw from Sarasota, Fla. • On May 22, Luke 
Keefer, Sr., and Henry Ginder spoke in services of 
the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Bible School was June 13-17. 
A dinner theater production of the Oklahoma 
City, Okla.. congregation's children's musical on 
May 21 was occasion for a full course meal, and 
opportunity to give to the building fund. On May 
8, Phil Keefer preached and gave a seminar on 
making a will. He was available for personal con-
tacts on May 10, II. • The May 29 joint fifth 
Sunday service was held at the Rosebank church, 
Hope. Ks. Bible School was June 6-10. • The men 
of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., hosted a 
steak fry for mothers and daughters on May 8. 
Living Water Camp was the site of family camp. 
June 4-5. 
Pacific Conference 
The Moreno Community congregation. Moreno 
Valley, Calif., has a church league softball team 
this year. On June 5. the congregation initiated a 
RAFTS program (Read as a Family This Summer). 
• Grace and Ronald Barnick of the Pacific High-
way congregation, Salem. Ore., recently attended 
the Christian Holiness Association convention. 
Weekly Spanish-English Bible studies and wor-
ship for area Hispanic residents and migrants are 
being held in the church by Michael and Mary 
Pinkerton and Tom Tonnesen. • Kirk Zehnder of 
the Ontario, Calif, church gave a June 11 seminar 
at the Chino, Calif, church on motivational gifts. 
On May 22. the Bridge Builders of the River-
side, Calif, congregation sponsored the slide pres-
entation "Faces of Christ."The children's ministry 
team recently set goals for April-August 1988. 
Priority among them was to "determine the needs 
of families in the community and seek to draw 
them to Christ through the Brethren."* The youth 
of the Upland, Calif, church had a planned fam-
ine for world hunger. May 20-21. The Dobson 
film about the fight against pornography, "The 
Winnable War," was shown May 22. • On May 1. 
worship services for the Walnut Valley congrega-
tion, Walnut, Calif, were moved to Walnut Ele-
mentary School. The facility allows more space, 
especially for the children's ministry. 
For the Record 
Births 
Alcott: Richard Ian, Mar. 31; George and 
Christine Alcott, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Ammerman: Gideon James, May 17; Blaine 
and Tammy Ammerman, Marsh Creek congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Bartholomew: Terry Lynn; Mar. 10; H. Lynn 
and Cheryl Bartholomew, Marsh Creek congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Beam: Tessa Renee, Jan. 5; chosen daughter of 
Terry and Cathy Beam, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Black: Samantha Nicole, Apr. 12; Rick and 
Annie Black, Peace Light congregation, Pa. 
Boone: Corey Grant and Cody William, May 
8; Mitch and Lorraine Boone, Marsh Greek con-
gregation. Pa. 
Cassel: Jenna Leigh, Mar. 25; Michael and 
Lori Cassel, New Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Coover: Rebecca Sue, May 16; Douglas and 
Cheryl (Bert) Coover, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Detwiler: Hannah Schoenly, Apr. 14; Gerald 
and Diane Detwiler, Souderton congregation. Pa. 
Detwiler: Laura Leigh, Apr. 13; Vaughn and 
Barbara Detwiler. Martinsburg congregation. Pa. 
Dooley: Shrea Elaine. May 25; Steve and Pat-
tie Dooley. Fairview congregation, Ohio. 
Ebersole: Jeffrey Victor, Jr.; Jeffrey and Gail 
(Roach) Ebersole, Mechanicsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Erb: Sarah Ruth, Apr. 28; Wayne and Joanne 
Erb, Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Free: Joshua Richard, Apr. 8; Rick and Sharon 
(Baugher) Free. Hanover congregation, Pa. 
Heinly: Jared Scott. May 19; Gary and Bar-
bara Heinly, Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Herr: Andrew Joseph. Apr. 18; Lyleand Judy 
(Sellers) Herr. Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Hollenbach: Anna Ruth, Mar. 20: Jeff and 
Libbv Hollenbach. New Covenant congregation. 
Pa. 
Jumper: Robert Simon. Jr., Apr. 7; Bob and 
Becky Jumper. Carlisle congregation. Pa. 
Kennedy: Cory Michael Bricker. Nov. 16.1987: 
Michael and Barbara (Bricker) Kennedy, Mt. 
Tabor congregation. Pa. 
Kessler: Nicholas David. May 26; Dave and 
Chris Kessler. Fairview congregation. Ohio. 
Kiefer: Isaac Nathaniel, Apr. 28; Jonathan and 
Shirley Kiefer. New Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Mahoney: Shawna Ann. May 9; Shawn and 
Catherine Mahoney. Stayner congregation, Ont. 
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Moyer: Jenna Elizabeth, Jan. 25; chosen 
daughter of Mike and Peggy Moyer, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
Myers: Autumn Faye, Sept. 10,1987; Gregand 
Joni (Funk) Myers, Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa. 
Mylin: Teal Natasha, May 30; Donald and 
Sandy Mylin, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Neidigh: Kelly Jo, Apr. 4; Tony and Brenda 
Neidigh, Carlisle congregation, Pa. 
Oldham: Jordon Charles, Apr. 27; Rodney 
and Helen Oldham. Martinsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Pine: Amber Katie, Arp. 15; Paul and Irene 
(Gelsinger) Pine, Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa. 
Price: Laura Grace, May 12; R. Keith and 
Cindy (Shuman) Price, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Sider: Christopher Mark, May 6; Kevin and 
Suzanne Sider, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Steffen; Nicholas Riley, May 9; Bradley and 
Joyce Steffen, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Stern: Abigail Grace, May 10; Lewis and Vicki 
(Stumbaugh) Stern. Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Stoak: Andrew Jacob, May 7; Ron and Donna 
Stoak, West Shore congregation. Pa. 
Stoops: Rachel, May 2; Ray and Debbie Stoops, 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Thrush: Sheena Joyelle, Apr. 24; Lynn and 
Carol (Long) Thrush, Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Timmons: Brittany Leann, Dec. 3,1987; David 
and Tammy (Zeger) Timmons, Mt. Tabor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Todd: Brenden Alexander, May 4; Sandy and 
Janice (Steckley) Todd, Heise Hill congregation, 
Ont. 
Unitis: Laura Christine, May 12; Lex and Lynn 
(Prior) Unitis, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Waller: Amanda Elizabeth, Apr. 30; Tom and 
Sue Waller, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa. 
Wallman: Leah Elizabeth, Apr. 7; Dan and 
Linda (Lehman) Wallman, Wainfleet congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Wenger: Miranda Mae, Apr. 24; Myron and 
Audrey (Rife) Wenger, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Yohn: Brandy Lynn, May 12; Steve and Diane 
(Dombach) Yohn, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Zeis: Adair Rae, Jan. 5; Terry and Amy (Wood-
ring) Zeis, Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa. 
Correction from April: 
Kroeker: Cameron Brian, Feb. 15; Keith and 
Tamara (Baylie) Kroeker, Pacific Highway con-
gregation, Ore. 
Weddings 
Blad-Wiens: Sandra, daughter of Harry and 
Eva Wiens, Leamington, Ont., and Gary, son of 
Peter and Lena Blad, Waterford, Ont., May 7, at 
the Wheatley, Ont., Baptist Church. 
Bowers-Baublitz: Michelle Elaine, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. William R. Baublitz, Chambers-
burg, Pa., and Keith Alan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Bowers, Chambersburg, May 21, in the 
First Church of God, Chambersburg, with Rev. 
William R. Baublitz and Rev. Jim Martin 
officiating. 
Brubaker-Lehman: Cindi, daughter of May-
nard and Pam Lehman, Dillsburg, Pa., and Glen, 
son of Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker, Williams-
port, Md., May 7, in the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Clarence Brubaker and 
Rev. David Zercher officiating. 
Cunningham-Dekker: Sheila, daughter of Jack 
and Linda Dekker, Port Colborne, Ont., and Lee, 
son of Gordon and Joan Cunningham, Port Col-
borne, Apr. 23, at St. Peter's Lutheran Church. 
Port Colborne. 
Davisson-Brillinger: Shirley, daughter of Wal-
ter and Marie Brillinger, Gormley, Ont., and 
Alan, son of Lewis and Donna Davisson, North 
Vernon, Indiana, May 7, at the Oak Ridges 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken Smith 
officiating. 
Fallenstein-Weimer: Charlotte, daughter of 
George Weimer of Souderton, Pa., and William, 
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Fallenstein, Feb. 
26, at the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Funk-Burkholder: Joyce Elaine, daughter of 
Raymond and Lois Burkholder, Washington Boro, 
Pa., and Richard Allen, son of James and Naomi 
Funk, Mountville, Pa., May 7. at the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Haw-
baker officiating. 
Gayman-Shank: Tina Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Shank, Lurgan, Pa., and Steven 
Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Garnet Gayman, Pleas-
ant Hall, Pa., May 7, in the Lurgan United 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. William R. 
Baublitz officiating. 
Gray-Downin: Angie, daughter of Paul and 
Karen Downin, Waynesboro, Pa., and Douglas, 
son of Max and Sandra Gray, Waynesboro, Apr. 
23, at the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. W. Rupert Turman and Wilbur Besecker 
officiating. 
Groff-Brubaker: Malinda G. (Mindy), daugh-
ter of David and Laona Brubaker, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., and Carl L., son of John and Marga-
retta Groff, Gordonville, Pa., May 21, in the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with Dr. 
Robert B. Ives officiating. 
Heverly-Workman: Denise Workman, daugh-
ter of Paul and Margaret Mardis, Mill Hall, Pa., 
and Daniel, son of Willard and Doris Heverly, 
Mill Hall, May 21, at the Cedar Heights Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy 
officiating. 
Holman-Eberly: Cheryl Ann, daughter of Al-
fred and Joan Eberly, Ridgeway, Ont., and James 
Peter, son of Arthur and Carol Holman, Niagara 
Falls, Ont., May 7, at the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester 
officiating. 
Huber-Bilheimer: Lisa Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wayne D. Bilheimer, Quarryville, Pa., 
and John David, son of Mr. and Mrs. John R. 
Huber, Lititz, Pa., May 21, at the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., First Church of God. 
Martin-Quiring: Heike, daughter of Reinhard 
and Irma Quiring, Neuwied, West Germany, and 
J. Bruce, son of J. Earl and Helen Martin, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., Mar. 26 in the Ev. Mennoniten Gemeinde, 
Neuwied, West Germany, with Rev. Daniel Geiser 
and Rev. J. Earl Martin officiating. 
Ritchey-Frazier: Cindy Lou, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Frazier, St. Thomas, Pa., and 
Ryan Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Ritchey, 
Fayetteville, Pa., Mar. 19, in the New Guilford 
Executive Secretary 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee (MCC) U.S. announces its 
search for an Executive Secre-
tary to replace Wilmer Heisey 
who will be retiring in 1989. The 
executive secretary of MCC U.S. 
is the chief executive officer re-
sponsible for general adminis-
tration of the MCC U.S. pro-
grams. For more information 
contact Jerry Shank, MCC Per-
sonnel Services, Box M, Akron, 
PA 17501; (717) 859-1151. 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert 
Verno officiating. 
Schaeffer-Wolf: Beth Ann Wolf, daughter of 
Leo and Helen Hoffman, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Robert A., son of Paul and Esther Schaeffer, Eph-
rata, Pa., Apr. 23, at the Summit View Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Sherer-Miller: Mary Lou, daughter of David 
and Beth Miller, Lancaster, Pa., and Joe N., son of 
C. Witmer and Sara Sherer, Manheim, Pa., May 
21, at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with 
Shelley Shellenberger, Ervin Stutzman, and Rev. 
John Hawbaker officiating. 
Sollenberger-McEldowney: Lisa Mae, daugh-
ter of Loy and Dorothy McEldowney, St. Thom-
as, Pa., and Brian Keith, son of Stanley and Bar-
bara Sollenberger, Chambersburg, Pa., Apr. 23, 
at the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church. 
Todd-Mater: Lynn, daughter of Merle and 
Carol Mater, Wainfleet, Ont., and Kevin, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Todd, Thornhill, Apr. 9, in 
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Gordon Gilmore and Rev. Jim Cober officiating. 
Winger-Airhardt: Darla, daughter of Chester 
and Darlene Airhardt, Port Colborne, Ont., and 
Christopher, son of Wayne and Barbara Ann 
Winger, Port Colborne, May 14, in the Port Col-
borne Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. James 
Cober officiating. 
Zook-Braun: Sheila, daughter of John and 
Barbara Braun, Grand View on Hudson, N.Y., 
and David, son of Donald and Anna Ruth Zook, 
Mt. Joy, Pa., May 1, in the Hammond Castle, 
Gloucester, Mass., with Dr. Robert B. Ives 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brenaman: Lester L. Brenaman, born Dec. 30, 
1985, died May 19. Surviving are his wife, Edith; a 
son, Carl; a brother, Albert; a sister, Mary H. 
Brechbill; a grandson; two great-grandchildren; 
and two great-great-grandchildren. Lester was a 
member of the Messiah Village Church where 
services were held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
and Rev. Paul McBeth officiating. Interment was 
in the Mount Pleasant cemetery, Mt. Joy, Pa. 
Buck: Harry M. Buck, born Dec. 26,1913,died 
Mar. 22 in Lebanon, Pa. Surviving are a daughter, 
Linda L. Kreiser; and five brothers, Allen, Jacob, 
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David, Herman, and William. He was a member 
of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral was held with Rev. John Reitz 
and Rev. Richard Martin officiating. Interment 
was in the Grantville, Pa., cemetery. 
Cutman: Ada M. Cutman, born Sept. 4, 1905, 
died May 10. Surviving are two sons, Joseph E., 
and David J.; a daughter, Alice G. Gibboney; a 
brother, Lester Keefer; two sisters, Alice Haas and 
Zelma Watson; nine grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. Ada was a retired nurse and a 
member of the Messiah Village Church where 
services were held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in the Grantham, Pa., 
Memorial Park. 
Egolf: Orpha L. Hykes Egolf, born Oct. 20, 
1913, died Mar. 11. She is survived by her hus-
band, Ralph; 3 daughters, Kathleen Myers, Verma 
Myers, and Margaret Zeis; 6 sons, J. Daniel, 
Harold W., Amos E., R. Eugene, J. Lester, and 
Ralph, Jr.; 3 sisters, Laura Peiffer, Ruth Adam, 
and Beulah Snyder; 3 brothers, Jacob Hykes, 
Jerome Hykes, and Jessie Hykes; 27 grandchil-
dren; and 17 great-grandchildren. Orpha was a 
charter member of the Mt. Tabor Church, and a 
longtime Sunday school teacher and devoted 
worker. The Egolfs had also attended the Hollo-
well, Montgomery, and Five Forks churches. The 
funeral service was held at the Mt. Tabor church 
with Rev. Roy E. Brake, Sr., and Rev. Sterling 
Keeney officiating. Interment was in Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Kline: Harold Kline, born Jan. 18, 1914, died 
May 22. His first wife, Effie, preceded him in death 
in 1979. Surviving are his second wife, Irene; two 
sons, Ronald and Richard; a daughter, Nancy; 
five grandchildren; three stepchildren; six step-
grandchildren; and two sisters. He was a member 
of the Springhope congregation, Pa. The funeral 
service was held at the Edward Blackburn Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville with Rev. Kenneth Mackie 
officiating. Interment was in the Fishertown 
Cemetery. 
Malone: Kenneth M. Malone, born July 3, 
1906, died May 15. Surviving are his wife, Violet 
(Lenhert); a son, Richard; two stepsons, G. Dale 
Lenhert, and Kenneth Lenhert; a daughter, Ester 
E. Malone; a stepdaughter, Joanne Barrett; a 
brother, Ralph; two sisters, Ruth Crane, and Har-
riett Weaver; four grandchildren; seven stepgrand-
children; and two great-grandchildren. Kenneth 
was a retired federal worker and member of the 
Carpenter's Home Church, Lakeland, Fla. Ser-
vices were held in the Messiah Village Church with 
Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. Paul Wislocky 
officiating. Interment was in Grantham Memorial 
Park, Pa. 
Patfield: Herbert John Patfield, born June 21, 
1912, died May 6. Surviving are his wife Ruth; two 






by Jeff Lyon 
On a spring Sunday morning in 
1986 we had many things to be 
thankful for. Our family had relo-
cated from Maine to Pennsylvania. 
We had been most fortunate as we 
visited several churches to find the 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church. 
So this morning we looked forward 
to worshiping with new friends and 
hearing some of the wonderful music 
in the church. 
Our family was healthy, we had a 
fine home, but we were experiencing 
the worst financial crisis of our mar-
ried life. 
Both my wife and I had left teach-
ing jobs in Maine. She began work-
ing in retail sales since there were no 
teaching positions available in Penn-
sylvania. I decided to work in real 
estate, but getting started cost money 
and there was nothing coming in 
until I received a license and began 
to meet people. 
Just before we left for church, my 
wife asked, "What about the offer-
ing?" We had $19 left in our check-
ing account. We would need her 
income for food and utility bills. I 
had some possible commissions com-
ing in, but they were not immediate 
and were not certain. 
"I'm going to write out a check for 
$15.00," I replied. My wife just 
smiled. 
In the crowded church lobby our 
assistant pastor caught our attention 
and waved. We waved back. He con-
tinued gesturing to us. We went over 
and he handed us an envelope. 
Later in church I opened the enve-
lope and saw a check for $300. This 
was just enough to help us through 
our hard times. 
After the service I asked the pas-
tor how he knew our needs were so 
pressing. "I didn't," he replied. Rais-
ing his eyes upward he said, "Some-
one did." 
As we trust in Christ he meets all 
our needs. We rejoiced that day and 
continue to thank God for our car-
ing church. 
The Lyons attend the Manor Church in 
the Atlantic Conference. I decided to publish 
Jeffs testimony because of his offering check, 
not because of the other check. Many Breth-
ren in Christ people have given, and continue 
to give, sacrificially. Sometimes there is 
financial reward. Often there is not. Always 
there is great spiritual reward. I believe the 
latter was the main thing the prophet Mala-
chi had in mind when he talked of God 
opening the windows of heaven and pouring 
out a great blessing.—P. Hostetler 
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nieces and nephews. He was a member of the 
Stayner congregation, Ont., where services were 
held with Bishop E. J. Swalm, Rev. George C. 
Sheffer, Rev. Harvey B. Stickley, and Rev. Cecil 
Brown officiating. Interment was in the Stayner 
church cemetery. 
Sider: Earl M. Sider, born July 10, 1896, died 
Apr. 28, at age 91. He was the son of Christian and 
Anna Dick Sider of Wainfleet, Ont. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Elsie (Sheffer); 2 broth-
ers; and one sister. Surviving are 5 children, 
Rhoda Heise, Morris, Harvey, Robert, and Anna 
Ruth Osborne; 12 grandchildren; and 6 great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were held in the 
Wainfleet church with Rev. Robert Rolston, and 
Rev. Ken Case officiating. Interment was in 
Maple Lawn Cemetery, Wainfleet. 
Tribute 
On behalf of the bishops and leadership of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, we express our sym-
pathy to the family of Earl Sider. We are grateful 
for this man of God who lived among us with 
multiple gifts. We are all recipients of his Christian 
commitment. He was one 
of the early graduates of 
Messiah College, then 
known as Messiah Bible 
School and Missionary 
Training Home. He was very 
much interested in educa-
tion and was a well-read 
man. 
He came to the Cheapside 
Church in 1926 and was what we now call a church 
planter, the founding leader of that church, and 
led the church for approximately 31 years until he 
retired in 1957. As a bi-vocational person, he sup-
ported himself as well as giving leadership to the 
church. 
He was well known throughout the denomina-
tion as an evangelist with recognized biblical 
preaching. He was also a leader in the church by 
being involved on numbers of boardsand commit-
tees, such as the Board for Schools and Colleges, 
the Niagara Holiness Camp Board, and the Cana-
dian Youth Committee. He was also with the first 
group of trustees of Niagara Christian College. 
Perhaps one of the best tributes to the godly life 
of this man and his wife is the family that has been 
active with their gifts in the life of the church and in 
the larger community. We acknowledge the sons 
who are all involved in leadership: Morris, who is 
our church archivist and also on the faculty of 
Messiah College; Harvey, who is presently bishop 
of the Canadian Conference and a former mis-
sionary; and Robert, who has spent time at Mes-
siah College and is presently at Dickinson College. 
The two daughters, Rhoda and Anna Ruth, are 
both members of the Brethren in Christ Church 
and have been involved when they were in proxim-
ity to one of our congregations. 
In extending our sympathy to the family, we 
express our thanks for this life of Christian disci-
pleship that was lived among us and which will 
continue on through not only his family, but all 
the lives that were touched through the gracious 
presence and holy living of Brother Earl Sider. 
R. Donald Shafer, General Secretary 
Snook: Rosie M. Snook, born Oct. 27, 1912, 
died Apr. 24 at Messiah Village. Surviving are a 
sister, Josephine Eberly; three brothers, Marvin, 
George, and Percy Beaver; and several nieces and 
nephews. Services were held in the Heller's Burn-
ham Funeral Home, Burnham, Pa., with Rev. 
Joseph M. Quesenberry officiating. Interment was 
in Birch Hill Cemetery, Burnham. 
Messiah 
College News 
Engle, Hess and Hoover 
named Trustees Emeritus 
Dr. Harold Engle, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. (Palmyra congregation), has been 
named Chairman Emeritus of the Mes-
siah College Board of Trustees. He was 
one of several retiring trustees com-
mended for their long and excellent ser-
vice to the college during the May 12-14 
meetings of the board. Presiding was 
chairman Galen Oakes, Massillon, Oh., 
(Amherst congregation). 
Dr. Engle, who is also a Life Trustee, 
has recorded 32 years of continuous ser-
vice on the board. Most recently, he was 
on the Executive and College Advance-
ment committees of the board, as well as 
the Committee on Trustees. 
Two other retiring board members 
were named Trustee Emeritus. Mark 
Hess, Lancaster, Pa. (Pequea congrega-
tion), served 27 years on the board. He, 
was secretary of the board for many 
years until 1987. Lowell Hoover, Abi-
lene, Ks. (Abilene congregation), served 
the last 22 years on the Messiah board, 
six years on the Upland College board, 
and two years on the board at Jabbok 
Bible School. He was on the Physical 
Plant Committee for Messiah, and was 
also representative for the Midwest Con-
ference of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Melvin Eyster, Thomas, Okla. (Bethany 
congregation), was named to a four-
year term as the new Midwest repre-
sentative. 
Another outgoing trustee, also com-
mended by President D. Ray Hostetter 
for his service, was David Zercher, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. (Grantham congre-
gation), who was an alumni representa-
tive and who served on the Student 
Development Committee. 
Reelected to a four-year term was Dr. 
Mark Garis, Hatfield, Pa. (Souderton 
congregation), who serves on the Aca-
demic and Faculty Affairs Committee. 
Scholarship grants awarded faculty 
Four Messiah College faculty have 
been awarded scholarship grants this 
spring, based on the merits of their 
proposals. Two of these persons are 
members of the Grantham Church. 
Dr. Karl M. Oberholser, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., associate professor of chemis-
try, will use the grant to study the ability 
of immortal rat liver cells to metabolize 
drugs and other environmental chemi-
cals, with the possibility of using these 
cells for non-animal toxicity testing. 
Theodore Prescott, Lisburn, Pa., as-
sociate professor of art, will use the 
grant to visit important European works 
of art to study and photograph many of 
the works used in his art history class, 
and lay the groundwork for a possible 
new art-related cross-cultural course. 
Students participate in 
MCC oratorical contest 
Katrina Jill Hunsberger, a senior 
social work major at the Philadelphia 
campus this fall, was named the Messiah 
College winner of C. Henry Smith Peace 
Oratorical Contest sponsored by the 
Mennonite Central Committee. The 
Ulster, Pa. resident's essay on racism 
earned her S125 and entry into the inter-
collegiate contest among students from 
Mennonite or Brethren in Christ col-
leges across the U.S. and Canada. The 
contest seeks to foster thought on the 
Anabaptist peace position as applied to 
contemporary concerns. 
In her text, Hunsberger describes 
racism as a type of warfare that prevents 
peace. "Christ came and gave us an 
example to follow," she writes. "His 
example was a peaceful one that pro-
moted justice for everyone. Racism is an 
MCC service 





volunteers* of all ages to fill 
openings in MCC North 
American offices: 
• nine secretarial positions 




• Volunteers receive living expenses 
and a monthly allowance. 
In the United States call 
Harold Nussbaum 
collect: (717) 859-1151. 
In Canada call John 
Peters collect: (204) 
261-6381 
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injustice that no doubt brings a tear to 
the eye of the Prince of Peace. Are we 
willing to wipe the tear from his eye, or 
are we satisfied to fall asleep on the 
racial dissent that is upon us?" 
Messiah's second-place winner ($75) 
was Bill Doron, senior electrical engi-
neering major this fall from Audubon, 
N.J., who discussed nuclear war; and in 
third place ($50) was Charles Ash, senior 
mechanical engineering major this fall 
from Mays Landing, N. J., who dis-
cussed world hunger. 
Students graduate with honors 
The following Brethren in Christ stu-
dents graduated with honors in May. 
Honors had not been calculated by press 
time last month, when a list of the May 
graduates was printed. 
Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA): 
Winifred S. Brubaker, Arcanum, Oh. 
(Fairview cong.), elementary educa-
tion 
Kevin W. Cassel, Grantham, Pa. (Gran-
tham cong.), civil engineering 
Thomas A. Mann, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
(Elizabethtown cong.), math 
Carol A. Peterman, Manheim, Pa. (Man-
heim cong.), elementary education 
Magna Cum Laude (3.6-3.89 GPA): 
Hanford Ndlovu, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
(Bulawayo Central cong.), chemistry 
Janet M. Peifer, Willow Street, Pa. 
(Refton cong.), religion 
S. Michael Sandler, Spring Lake, N.C. 
(Souderton cong.), math 
J. C. Trussell, Grantham, Pa. (Mechan-
icsburg cong.), pre-med 
Cum Laude (3.3-3.59 GPA): 
Sheila Cober Anderson, Port Colborne, 
Ont. (Port Colborne cong.), behav-
ioral science 
Joy D. Ebersole, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
(Mechanicsburg cong.), music edu-
cation 
Kathy Ulery Hoffman, Mount Joy, Pa. 
(Elizabethtown cong.), math 
Rebecca S. Kreider, Lancaster, Pa. (Lan-
caster cong.), biology 
Layne A. Lebo, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
(Mechanicsburg cong.), Bible and 
history 
In addition, several students received 
special recognition. Hanford Ndlovu 
received Departmental Honors in chem-
istry. Janet Peifer was named the Out-
standing Greek Student by Messiah's 




Young Church Musician 
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life 
through its Music Trust Fund 
This scholarship of $200.00 is to be used for private music lessons. 
Eligibility 
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ 
congregation. 
2. Applicant's age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1, 1988. 
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating in 
some way in the music program of the local congregation. 
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in the area 
of church music. 
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany 
the application. 
Application deadline: August 31, 1988. Plans are for the recipient to be 
notified by September 15. For a scholarship application, contact: 
Board for Congregational Life 
P.O. Box 163 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(717)653-9321 
Board for Congregational Life 
Suite 305, 232 King St. N. 




Onesimus, Christ's slave, to Paul, my 
good counselor in the way of Truth. 
May the grace of our Lord fill you with 
every comfort and hope. 
Paul, I'm struggling quite personally 
about leadership—my leadership and 
how I do it. There are times when I feel 
isolated by this position. I, who have 
been another man's slave, know well 
how to follow directions. At least I'm 
familiar with that position. Now so 
much has changed. Here I am, still fol-
lowing another's directions, the Spirit's, 
but I see that the people in the churches 
follow my advice. 
You, of course, understand my pre-
dicament. There are times when I feel 
cut off from real connections with my 
brothers and sisters because of my posi-
tion. Too often it seems the work here is 
left to a few. A person who is willing to 
exercise his or her gift of leadership can 
become lonely. When I'm not lonely, I 
may be in danger of thinking too highly 
of myself and being asleep to my own 
needs. 
The thing I'm getting at now is that 
those who dare to lead are admired, but 
left alone. The group easily sees them as 
having all they need in this admiration. 
Ah, but admiration is not love. The 
leaders are labeled as more spiritual, and 
therefore pose a threat to the majority 
who want their religion in small doses. 
The complex work of nurturing the 
leaders is left untried in many churches. 
And lonely leaders don't use their gifts 
well. 
But there's a deeper issue about lead-
ership. It concerns my own heart and 
my growth in holiness. Being a leader in 
the church has its dangers. In my region 
this has become painfully obvious to all 
the world as some Christian leaders 
have become widely known because of 
their moral failures. However, it's not 
the overt moral sins alone that alarm 
me, Paul. It's the issue of how to really 
stay awake and conscious of my own 
tendencies to sin when I'm often caught 
in the leadership isolation I have de-
scribed briefly above. 
People, meaning well, often praise me 
for my work among them. I have been 
gifted by God to serve his body, and I 
am good at the things he calls me to do. 
It's so easy to become surrounded by the 
people who express praise. I have to be 
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constantly looking for the ways I am not 
good at this work as well. If I can make 
myself look at those actions or attitudes 
that fall outside my conscious under-
standing of myself, then I can continue 
to grow in Christ. 
This is tremendously difficult for lead-
ers in most churches. When I stop look-
ing at these dark places in me, these 
places that contradict my image of 
myself as Christ's ambassador, then I 
truly fail as his instrument of peace. I 
want to be Christ's and he does use me. 
But it's hard to stay alert. Then add to 
the internal struggle the fact that often 
people who are not leaders do not want 
to know my weaknesses. They are com-
forted by keeping their admiration un-
flawed. But if I am to grow in Christ, I 
must be real. And "real" means staying 
on the edge of growth myself by sur-
rendering continually as I see the need. 
In this process of seeking to stay 
awake to my weaknesses, I have begun 
to identify a secret bondage in my heart 
as I labor for the gospel. Gradually I can 
slip into placing my identity not in 
Christ himself, but in his work. I think 
of the eternal importance of this work 
and the gifts that have been entrusted to 
me and I begin to see myself in light of 
all I do. I forget that I'm susceptible to 
blind spots developing, to getting so 
wrapped up in a good idea I want to 
institute that I can't see the ways I'm 
responding that are outside my normal 
perception of myself as a kind, loving 
servant of the body of Christ. I become 
compulsively invested in getting the 
work done or the idea initiated. Those 
who don't help become almost like 
enemies. Things get very complicated. 
Freedom comes when I realize how I've 
become so attached to this important 
work, and that I'm defining myself by it. 
But what if the people around m'e 
demand perfection because I am a leader? 
Oh, Paul, we leaders can't develop alone. 
I see so many in our churches who try. 
I know all this must be submitted to 
our Lord's care, but have you any 
further advice on this matter? We need 
more leaders from among our people, 
but many who come forward to lead are 
the least aware of their own weaknesses. 
This makes it dangerous to place them 
in leadership. Those who are more 
aware, are also aware of the isolation 
involved in the position and understand-
ably shy away. Yes, the Spirit must call 
and equip us. Pray for our leaders, my 
brother. Pray for me. The work in our 
churches needs direction. I eagerly await 
your response. Until then, I will seek to 
find comfort in him who is our eternal 




Daystar University College is a liberal 
arts college in Nairobi, Kenya. Its under-
graduate degrees and accreditation are 
conferred by Messiah College. Messiah 
College faculty member John Yeatts, 
with his wife Amy and their two chil-
dren, have been in Nairobi this past 
year, representing Messiah on the Day-
star faculty. 
As my time in Africa comes to an end, 
I have been doing some reflection. I 
believe that many of our Western im-
pressions of Africa and the African 
church are quite different from the per-
ceptions one gets from living here and 
interacting with the people. One such 
misperception is at the heart of the rea-
son for Daystar's existence. 
A common misperception of Africa 
in the West is that the most important 
need is *cr the planting of churches. It is 
easy for North Americans to give money 
for church planting in Africa; it is a 
glamorous cause. We are proud of the 
many churches our denomination has 
started in recent years in the Bulawayo 
area, for example. Indeed, I was in that 
area in December and was impressed 
with the number of churches we have 
planted and the growth of those churches. 
At the same time, it is difficult to get 
people to give money for church institu-
tions: hospitals, schools, etc. Somehow 
these are not as attractive. Mission lead-
ers tell us that people want to see 
churches planted; they do not give to 
institutions. 
After being in Africa for a while, one 
sees just how North American that kind 
of thinking really is. It is tied to our 
Western success ethic. Success is meas-
ured in the West in quantitative terms. It 
is seen in the number of persons being 
reached rather than in the quality of 
ministry given. 
In Africa, at least in Nairobi, church 
planting has less glamour. There is no 
mystery in how to plant a church in 
Nairobi. The folk wisdom here is: if you 
can find a building and open it up on 
Sunday morning, it will be full in several 
weeks. I preached last week in a church 
building the size of our living room 
where about 25 persons were gathered 
for worship. Virtually all the churches in 
Nairobi are full. It may be hard for us in 
North America to understand that situa-
tion. Yet, the crying need in Nairobi is 
not for churches to be planted. 
My students tell me that the real need 
here is for church leaders. The churches 
are full, but the leadership is weak or 
non-existent. If the church in North 
America wants to be of real help to the 
African church, it should contribute to 
sources that are providing leadership. I 
have heard countless stories of weak 
leadership in the church in Africa; sadly 
some of these stories come from Brethren 
in Christ sources. 
This is where institutions like Daystar 
come in. The theological institutions of 
Africa need our help; they are training 
the pastors that will fill this leadership 
void. Daystar's task is more broad. We 
are training persons to fill leadership 
roles, primarily in the churches of Africa, 
but also in African societies more 
generally. 
Daystar is unique. There are theolog-
ical schools that are training church 
leaders. There are universities that are 
training societal leaders. As a Christian 
liberal arts college (the only one in 
Africa), Daystar is training Christians to 
be leaders in church and society. I am 
convinced that at the present time this is 
the greatest need of Christian missions 
to Africa. I am glad that Messiah Col-
lege and the Brethren in Christ Church 
can minister to this need. 
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"Phoebe's lot %mal 
A Brethren in Christ 
Response to Scratched 
Fenders and Angry People 
I was preoccupied. I backed my car 
out of its spot in the parking lot of a 
restaurant without looking and hooked 
my bumper on someone else's fender. 
The driver and his wife (the owner of the 
other car) got out yelling at me, "Lady, 
why don't you look where you're going!" 
I reacted defensively at first, but quickly 
acknowledged that I was at fault and 
apologized. When we separated the cars, 
anyone around could see that the dam-
age was minor—a scratched bumper for 
me, and a scratched, slightly dented 
fender for them. Yet the owner con-
tinued to rail at me angrily, demanding 
full payment for damages, claiming that 
the car was her livelihood, and threaten-
ing to take me to court if I didn't pay. 
We exchanged insurance information, 
phone numbers and addresses, and went 
on our way, promising to be in touch. 
It's taken me awhile to recover from 
the incident. To begin with, I'm embar-
rassed at having done such a stupid 
thing—I was clearly at fault because I 
wasn't paying attention. I feel bad that 
my momentary lapse caused trouble for 
someone else. Put in perspective, of 
course, it was very minor—fender-
benders happen all the time and very 
little damage was done. Nonetheless, it 
caused inconvenience to her and I'm 
sorry about that. 
I'm also hurt—not physically, but 
emotionally. I tried very hard to be nice 
about it and she absolutely refused to 
accept any peacemaking overtures on 
my part. In the midst of my embarrass-
ment and frustration over having caused 
an accident, I said a couple dumb things, 
but on the whole I was the voice of 
reason and calm, and accepted respon-
sibility for what I did. Never once did 
she acknowledge my efforts. I'm sure 
she went home convinced that I'm not a 
nice person. That hurts; I am a nice 
person! 
It seems to me that her reaction was 
way out of proportion to what the situa-
tion warranted. Perhaps I was only the 
catalyst that unleashed pent-up anger at 
other circumstances in her life. I under-
stand her initial anger at me and at the 
inconvenience I had caused. But I have a 
harder time understanding her unwill-
ingness to acknowledge either my apol-
ogy or how minor the damage really 
was. Not that I wanted her to let me off 
the hook; I just hoped she would be 
reasonable! 
I also couldn't help comparing her 
reaction to my own in a similar situa-
tion. Less than a year ago, I was the 
victim in an accident which was far more 
serious. That time, I was rear-ended, my 
car was totalled, and the three of us in 
the car suffered some whiplash injury. I 
remember being angry with the other 
driver, but I didn't yell at her and I was 
sympathetic because I know how easily 
accidents happen. Further, it was more 
important to me that no one was serious-
ly injured than that my car was ruined 
and I was inconvenienced. From my 
vantage point, I was better able to put 
things in perspective than was the woman 
in the parking lot. 
So why the difference between my 
reaction and hers? And how should one 
behave in such a situation? For one 
thing, our personalities are different— 
she obviously doesn't have my need to 
be nice and accommodating! She never 
allows herself to be a doormat. But 
that's not all there is to it. I was con-
sciously aware as I talked to her that I 
wanted to do the right thing, to help 
rather than worsen the situation, to be a 
peacemaker. But how? How do you 
make peace with someone who doesn't 
seem to want it? What's the right thing 
to do? 
It's a long way from that scene in a 
restaurant parking lot to the 1988 Gen-
eral Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Yet as I thought about it, I 
realized that I reacted as I did (for good 
or bad) because of who and what I am, 
which is at least partly the result of my 
being Brethren in Christ. I also thought 
about how much I want my faith to 
affect what I do, to influence the way I 
react to crisis situations and relate to 
people I meet. In a sense, this incident is 
a microcosm of many Brethren in Christ 
encounters with a variety of people— 
both within and outside the church. 
Sometimes the encounters are pleasant, 
but sometimes they're not, and we have 
to decide how to respond. Can we help 
each other learn appropriate, positive, 
helpful, and loving responses to all the 
different people we meet each day? 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
s- Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bulletins and newsletters reprint-
ing "Pontius' Puddle" from the 
Visitor must pay $10 for each 
use to Joel Kauffmann, 111 
Carter Road, Goshen. IN 46526. 
r ADMIRE THOSE WHO SERVED DURIWG 
THE GOLDEN ERA OP NUSSIONS. 
FORSAKING ALL, SOJ0ORNIN& TO FAR-
OFF CONTINENTS, BRAVING 
IMSECT-INFESTED JUNGLES, 
RISKING LIFE AND U M B 
,TO SPREAD THE 
WORD OF CxOD-
NWVBE WE COOLD GO 
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It happened again. All across Amer-
ica, Memorial Day was observed and 
the same cliche; was told to millions of 
people. And, millions of people blindly 
accepted it as truth. In thousands of 
speeches the statement was made "that 
we are honoring those who gave their 
lives for their country."These thousands 
of men and women were murdered, 
killed, tortured to death, died of sickness 
and disease because they were drafted, 
coerced, used as cannon fodder by macho 
politicians, misled by erroneous politi-
cal policies, condemned by mistakes of 
commanding officers, and numerous 
other reasons outside their normal span 
of influence. They did not give their 
lives. 
Certainly we should not condemn 
those who died or served. But to say they 
gave their lives is a romantic distortion 
of the truth. Can we admit on Memorial 
Day that they lost their lives? How many 
of the dead would rather have lived to a 
normal age? How many of the dead 
would rather have not killed another 
person? How many of the dead cry from 
their graves on each Memorial Day that 
they would rather have had it another 
way—that they did not give their lives, 
but rather were killed. 
I respect our mayor and his office and 
I am going to send a copy of this letter to 
him. I hope he will speak of these dead 
next Memorial Day with a better per-
spective. Let's not romanticize war and 
death. 
Roger L. Williams 
Nappanee, Ind. 
'di'Porial 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
The parable of page 1231/1232 
I have a New International Study Bible which has seen better days. It has been 
used hard, both in the work of the editorial department (checking every biblical 
reference in books and articles I edit) as well as in much of my own personal Bible 
study. 
Since it is a sample copy of the Thompson Chain Reference NIV (sent free to 
editors for review purposes), the Bible does not have a durable, hard cover. The 
binding is starting to crack at the spine, so that the Bible is beginning to break 
into two separate parts. No, it is not neatly separating into the Old and New 
Testaments; the break is occurring in the book of Hebrews. 
Several weeks ago, while reading in Hebrews, I realized that one page can't 
make up its mind which section to join. At the point where page 1231/1232 is 
bound into the Bible, the page itself is starting to tear. Part of the page's edge is 
tightly bound to chapter 10 and the front two-thirds of the Bible, while the rest is 
firmly attached to chapter 13 and the last third of the book. Quite literally, 
chapter 11 (the "faith chapter") and chapter 12 (the call to "run the race") are all 
that is holding the book together. 
Noticing this on a particularly stressful day, I thought, "this is a parable of my 
life right now." You, too, probably have had times of stress and strain like this. 
There are days when it seems that all that holds us together is faith in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the host of witnesses recorded in Hebrews 11, 
coupled with the determination to run the race our Lord sets before us. The 
words of the writer of Hebrews spoke clearly: "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart" (12:2-3). 
Thinking about this—and jotting it down for future reference—helped to 
significantly lower the stress level of that day, and the days to follow. I trust that 
when those days of strain come in your life, you too will experience the encour-
agement of knowing that faith in God and commitment to his work will "hold the 
book together." 
I had to think of that single page holding my study Bible together as I started to 
prepare this July issue. We could develop a long list of factors which create and 
enhance the sense of community which delegates experience at General Confer-
ence. But none are more fundamental, or long-lasting, than our common faith in 
Jesus Christ and the call to "run the race" of worship and ministry which God has 
set before the church. With the theme of worship pervading the Conference 
program, we will have ample opportunity to celebrate our faith. In the work of 
Conference, let us also keep in focus the call to faithfully witness to and serve our 
lost and hurting world. 
And, although this year's agenda does not appear to contain material that is 
potentially divisive, there are items (such as the outline of the new doctrinal 
section) which probably will engender lively discussion and at least some dis-
agreement. In the unlikely event that our debate gets "hot and heavy," threaten-
ing to break that which binds us together, let's remember the parable of page 
1231-1232. "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us . . . 
[fixing] our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith" (12:1-2). 
G 
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by John A. Byers 
The report said Selective Service was 
considering disallowing Conscientious 
Objectors from serving with Christian 
organizations such as the Mennonite 
Central Committee. After reading the 
article, 1 discovered an inner struggle. 
Yes, Christians do need to understand 
other's views, but Christians also need 
that understanding from the "others." 
Moreover, I was reminded of the need 
for the church to guard against improper 
diversity, often referred to as pluralism. 
Historically, pluralism was the voic-
ing of conflicting but firmly-held values 











consensus of values by which the group 
was governed. More recently, pluralism 
means that reality can be one of several 
things. Each group in society separately 
develops its own values. The only com-
mon denominator is living in a common 
civilization. The essence of modern plu-
ralism is respecting—without evaluating— 
others' right to their own exclusive 
truth. 
Certain types of pluralism are healthy. 
Every denomination and congregation 
is enriched by a wide age span. Variation 
in educational and economic experience 
stimulates interaction. Differing person-
alities and lifestyles provide an oppor-
tunity to deepen our love and under-
standing. Some congregations are vocal 
in worship, while others do more listen-
ing. Diversity is necessary. 
However, some pluralism is unhealthy. 
The emphasis on "to each his own" has 
gone far in eliminating absolute values 
from public consciousness. Columnist 
Joseph Sabisan says, "The secularist 
version of 'pluralism' amounts to a 
theology of nudism." In seeking to be 
relevant, there is nothing left to "cover" 
life's decisions. 
Such pluralism (secular) is the enemy 
of Christianity. It tends to push faith 
into a corner and make it appear defense-
less. It makes evangelism difficult. Wil-
liam Hinson tells of standing near the 
Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. A high school choir began singing. 
"Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled, Ye 
Believe in God. Believe Also in Me." 
The attendant came rushing up shout-
ing, "Cut that out! If you sing here we 
will need to let the communists and oth-
ers demonstrate here." 
The emptiness of persons is in part 
due to pluralism. People are isolated 
when it comes to family, and they are 
fragmented theologically and in their 
search for immortality. The media's 
focus on divergent and controversial 
issues increasingly makes it more diffi-
cult for the search to be fruitful. 
It is being questioned whether one 
group or one church can significantly 
impact our pluralistic society and bring 
reformation. The church must rise to the 
challenge and proclaim the message 
with a singleness of purpose. 
Jesus said, "I will build my church" 
(Matt. 16:18). In the Great Commission 
he has called the church to be workers in 
his kingdom. Doing the work of God's 
kingdom gives a primacy of mission to 
the church. 
The church is not exclusive, but there 
are absolutes that dare not be changed. 
There is a limit to its inclusiveness. Jesus 
said that without being born again, a 
person will not get to heaven. This truth 
has been called the "scandal of particu-
larity" and demands non-negotiable 
proclamation. 
As workers in God's kingdom, believ-
ers have no choice but to follow the 
"master plan." The "plan" allows for 
diversity of expression, but calls for 
exclusiveness in the realm of truth. 
Like a well-designed instrument, the 
church functions effectively within cer-
tain limits of divergence. When those 
limits are exceeded, ineffectiveness oc-
curs. A once beautiful "instrument" is 
ruined, its influence neutralized. 
The challenge to the church is to 
allow the Holy Spirit to help it discern 
between healthy and unhealthy diversi-
ties. Then the church must nurture the 
healthy while resisting the unhealthy. 
John Byers is bishop 
of the Atlantic Confer-
ence of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. He and 
his wife Esther live in 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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